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Universals in the Thought of Al-Juwayni and Ibn al-Arabi and their Impact on
Directing Disagreement between Rules: The Concept and Function
Abstract

This study aims to reveal the set of rules that take the character of the universal (al-
Kuliyyat) in the works of both Al-Juwayni and Ibn al-Arabi. After identifying the
concepts and varieties of these rules, this study highlights the impact of some of them in
directing the disagreement between them in its two dimensions; the figh and usul, in the
context in which each scholar would establish evidence of certain scholarly issues. This
approach helps in understanding the methodological unity of the foundations of
intellectual schools of thought (Mathahib) in building rules and weighing different
judgments.

Keywords: Al-Juwani, Ibn al-Arabi, Universals, Particularities, Disagreement.
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Human Freedom in Islamic Policy
Abstract

This study aims to illustrate the Islamic perception of freedom, its importance in
Islamic policy, and the rules governing this subject, with an emphasis on the grounding
theory (Ta'sil) rather than the details. The study is divided into three sections: The first
discusses the contemporary concepts of freedom and Islamic policy (Al-Siyasa al-
Shar'iyya). The second aims to extract and ground the foundations of an Islamic
conception of freedom. The third sets four rules of freedom in Islamic policy.

The study concludes that human freedom is positioned at the pinnacle of the Islamic
intents (Magqgasid) in general, and the intents of legal policy in particular. The study
suggests the necessity of applying the methodology of Ta'sil in Islamic legal policy and
working to develop the science of Islamic policy.

Keywords: Freedom, Legal Islamic Policy, Ta'sil, Islamic Worldview.
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Inter-Sectarian Dialogue: Its Concept, Foundations, and Conditions
Abstract
This study aims to examine the concept of inter-sectarian dialogue among Muslims,
and illustrate the foundations, conditions, and priorities of a successful dialogue.
Dialogue among Muslims of various jurisprudential schools and doctrinal sects is
inevitable, and is the foundation for any dialogue with others. In order to achieve its
purposes, dialogue should stem from certain premises, controlled by certain conditions,
and take a number of priorities. The study explains how the Holy Qur'an and Noble
Sunnah constitute the frame of reference and the guiding authority for this dialogue, as
they both affirm that which unites the Muslim Ummah together is much more than what
divides it. This authority requires also that the objective of dialogue should be the
search for the truth and not to defend a position, whether right or wrong.
Keywords: Concept of Inter-Sectarian Dialogue, Premises of Inter-Sectarian
Dialogue, Conditions of Inter-Sectarian Dialogue, Priorities of Inter-Sectarian Dialogue,
Disagreement among Schools of Thought/Sects.
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The Effect of Interest in Determining Legal Provisions: The Case of Building Non-
Islamic Temples in the Muslim Society
Abstract

This study reveals that it is permitted for non—-Muslims to build places of worship of
their own on Muslim land, as there is no clear or accurate statement to the contrary,
considering that non-Muslims are citizens who enjoy full religious freedom. This study
finds that allowing non-Muslims to build places of worship is part and parcel of
religious freedom. This conclusion is an application of the Holy Qur'an, which declares
religious freedom, and unequivocally guarantees that non-Muslims would have the right
to practice their religion freely. The set of Hadith upon which some scholars relied to
prevent building places of worship for non-Muslims are found to be weak. The
permission of building such places, however, does not necessarily allow Muslims to
help in the building, or to sell a land or lease a building, if they know that the land or the
building will be used for that purpose.

Key words: Non—Muslims, Places of Worship, Religious Freedom, Rituals of Non—
Muslims, Religiosity and Belief, Churches.
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