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“Affirming What God has Affirmed of Himself”:
A Critical Examination of the Formation of This Saying

in the First Three Hijri Centuries

Hassan al-Khattaf:

Abstract

Muslim scholars such as Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 AH/1328 CE) and his followers based
their understanding of the divine attributes on the saying, “Affirming what God has
affirmed of Himself,” which took on the status of an authoritative text. Indeed, it became a
criterion for distinguishing between the orthodox and the innovator. Based on the
foregoing, the study examines how this saying was established and how it developed. The
study examines the details of the aforementioned statement within the context of four
sections, each of which is divided into two subsections. The importance of the study lies in
its search for the roots and evolution of this saying, and how it was transformed into a law
on the basis of which people are classified into different categories. Through an
examination of the first three centuries of the history of this saying, the study explores the
extent to which it deserves the status it has come to enjoy. The most prominent finding of
the study is that this saying was not known in the era of the Companions; its origin is
traceable to Wahb ibn Munabbih (d. 111 AH/730 CE), and its development to al-Darimi (d.
280 AH/894 CE). Its emergence coincided with a growing tendency to engage in
anthropomorphism, as it was a response to the exaggerated emphasis on divine
transcendence among the Qadarites (Qadariyyah) and Mu tazilites (Mu ‘tazilah). The study
recommends further research into this statement as it was understood and applied by Ibn
Taymiyyah. Moreover, it emphasizes the importance of avoiding anything that divides
Muslims, as unity is one of the sublime aims of Islamic law, especially in our day and age,
in which unity has become a religious, moral, and social necessity.

Keywords: Al-Salaf (the early Muslim predecessors), divine attributes,
anthropomorphism, lbn Taymiyyah, Wahb ibn Munabbih, Qadarite, Qadaris, Qadariyyah,
Mu ‘tazilites, Mu ‘tazilis, Mu ‘tazilah.

" Hassan al-Khattaf is Professor of Doctrine and Logic at the College of Sharia and Islamic Studies at Qatar
University. Email: khattaf72@gmail.com.
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Development of the Rational Method in Ash art Kalam (Scholastic Theology): Motives
and Features

ech-Chahbi Mohammed-

Abstract

In its framework and approaches, the method associated with scholastic theology
(kalam) was closely related to the problems emerging in Muslim intellectual and scholarly
circles. The method of Ashlari scholars thus developed as they undertook the task of
protecting and defending Islamic doctrine. This method provided a means of reasoning in
the context of confronting opponents’ specious arguments, the aim being to persuade
skeptics and those obstinately resistant to the truth. This method was also marked by
flexibility in the use of certain types of evidence which those involved in drawing
inferences might not always adhere to, thus broadening the space allowed for reasoning
against opponents. Given early Ashlari theologians' (mutakallimiin) approach to the
dialectical method, which relied on the mechanism of analogical rational inference and its
branches, they turned unanimously away from Aristotelian logic. The ‘Ash‘ari
methodological approach was initially the same as that adopted in usa/ al-figh (Islamic
legal theory). Eventually, rational analogy— as a new and additional mechanism — was
included in Ash‘ar kalam for the same reason it had been included in Islamic legal theory.
The intellectual framework of later Muslim theologians with dissenting views changed with
the spread of philosophy in the Muslim community. This required Ashar scholars to revive
scholastic theological lessons on the functional and methodological level, which in turn
prompted them to adopt alternative inferential mechanisms that were consistent with the
nature of scholastic theological study at this stage.

Keywords: Ashari, kalam, scholastic theology, mutakallimiin, theologians, al-manhaj
al- ‘aqlr, the rational method, philosophical scholastic theology, Aristotelian logic.

" ech-Chahbi Mohammed holds a PhD in Islamic Doctrine and Thought, Laboratory of Religious and Human
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Towards an Effective Legal Identity Based on the Provisions of Islamic Jurisprudence
in Civil Transactions

Nisreen Mahasneh”
Abstract

The present study addresses the legal identity of Arabs and Muslims, particularly in
the area of civil transactions (an area that may be viewed as worldly or mundane rather than
subject to Islamic law). Such an identity can only be established via the provisions of
Islamic jurisprudence, which has laid down a number of pillars, principles, and theories in
the realm of civil transactions. Scholars working in the renewal of Islamic legal thought
have endeavored to highlight the provisions of Islamic jurisprudence and link them to
contemporary applications and legal developments, thus enabling modern Islamic
jurisprudence to create legitimate alternatives to modern legal formulas and models based
on general theories and universal principles from which controls for new transactions may
be deduced. The study shows that Islamic jurisprudence is a divinely inspired legal system
with respect to general foundations and principles, and that it is rich with provisions
governing worship, transactions, and legislation. Nevertheless, it has not emerged on the
national or international scene as an influential legal system. Some Arab legislation has
been influenced by, and drawn upon, Islamic jurisprudence; however, this influence has
been piecemeal. Hence, unlike the Anglo-Saxon and Latin legal systems, Islamic
jurisprudence has failed to achieve a legal identity or emerge as a legal school in
international models concerned with civil transactions. Therefore, work must be done to
propagate the culture of Islamic jurisprudence globally, and to overcome the political
considerations that have prevented previous initiatives from achieving this aim.

Keywords: Islamic jurisprudence, civil transactions, influence, international models,
renewal, legal identity.

" Nisreen Mahasneh is a Professor of Civil Law at Qatar University and holds a PhD in Civil Law from the
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The Sociology of Islamic Art:
An Analytical Reading of the Social Functions and

Meanings of the Islamic Visual Text

Mazen Asfour-

Abstract

Unlike other religious arts, Islamic art — despite its avoidance of three-dimensional
images — has not been devoted to the service of religion or the narration of religious stories
or stories of prophets and wars. Rather, this art’s visual discourse and texts have centered
on the expression of spiritual, contemplative, and social messages condensed in the pure
language of form and the semiotics of the inward, including the architectural, the abstract,
and the decorative. The unique aspect of this art on the levels of form and content may lie
in the way it combines the sacred and the profane in Muslim’s daily lives and affairs. There
is an urgent need to develop an artistic sociology specific to Islamic art that emerges from a
profound understanding of the true religion. To this end, this study extracts visual
components with social dimensions which can provide the nascent science with a socio-
visual vocabulary that can enrich subsequent studies that seek to identify clear and specific
foundations and rules for this discipline in the future. To achieve the aforementioned
objectives, this article is divided into two main sections. The first section, which is
theoretical and focuses on overarching aims and origins, discusses the concerns of Islamic
thought, specifically those related to the social role of Islamic visual art. The second
section, which is practical, aims to reveal the social connotations and messages that Islamic
art has employed in some of its visual, architectural, and decorative abstract components.

Keywords: visual components, abstraction, architecture, decorations, social messages,
Islamic art, sociology, artistic sociology.

* Mazen Asfour is a Professor at the Faculty of Arts and Design, University of Jordan. He holds a Doctorate in
Philosophy of Art. Email: mazen_asfour@hotmail.com
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