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Religious Discourse and the Cognitive Binaries Dilemma in Islamic Thought
Rabii El Hamdaoui®
Abstract

This study examines the intellectual and referential underpinnings of the legislative
methodology in which revelation (naql), reason (‘aql), and reality (wdgqi‘) interact
according to the addition principle and not through the method of tarjih (establishing
preponderance). The term ijtihad in Islamic thought is considered an entry point for the
interaction of reference bases (revelation, reason, and reality). The study seeks to respond
to two approaches to the interpretation of religious discourse: one that does not consider
real-world context (wagi ), and thus only adheres to the details of the scriptural legal texts —
disregarding the universality of the revelation; and one that gives priority in reference to
real-world context over the scriptural legal texts, divesting revelation of its sanctity and
turning it into a mere part of the Islamic tradition, with no distinction of status. In its
attempt to move from epistemological binaries to methodological unity in Islamic thought,
the study also seeks to reveal the defects in certain contemporary readings — those
responsible for the epistemological rupture between cognitive binaries, which should
integrate rather than collide.

Keywords: religious discourse, cognitive binaries, Islamic thought, approach.

* Dr. Rabii El Hamdaoui (PhD) is a Research Professor in the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at Université Sultan
Moulay Slimane, Beni Mellal, Kingdom of Morocco. His research specialization is in the intersection of
religion and culture in Islamic civilization. Email:elhamdaouirabii@gmail.com
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The Philosophy of Aesthetics and the Higher Objectives of Shari‘ah:
The Art of Calligraphy as an Application
Idham Muhammad Hanash*
Abstract

This study examines the relationship between the philosophy of aesthetics (or art
philosophy) and the higher objectives of Shari‘ah (namely, pertaining to the areas of
necessities, needs, and complementary things) as a rule of the epistemic rooting of the
structure of Islamic art. This relationship may be established on a shared subject of
aesthetics, termed “art elements” in philosophy and the “aesthetic objectives of vision” in
Islamic tradition. If we apply this relationship to Islamic calligraphy as a visual art, we may
use the Shari‘ah higher objectives as rooting elements for this writing art. One may assume
that calligraphy has the following aesthetic objectives: the necessary objectives of
calligraphy based on plain transcription with no writing or linguistic additions; objectives
relating to the needs of calligraphy based on the addition of diacritics such as dots and
inflectional marks to the transcription; and complementary objectives based on the idea that
a work of calligraphy is an integrated piece of art.

Keywords: philosophy of aesthetics, art philosophy, Shari‘ah, maqasid al-Shart ‘ah,
higher objectives, art elements, objectives of vision, calligraphy.

* Idham Muhammad Hanash is a Professor of Calligraphy and Manuscript Aesthetics and Dean of the Faculty of
Islamic Arts and Architecture at The World Islamic Sciences and Education University (WISE University),
Amman, Jordan. Email: idham_61@yahoo.com
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The Social and Economic Concept of Labor from Islamic and Capitalist Perspectives
Ahmad F. Oran*
Abstract

The article explores the social and economic concept of labor from two perspectives:
the capitalist perspective dominant in economic studies, and the Islamic perspective in light
of the Qur’anic higher objectives for civilization building ( ‘umran). This comparative
approach seeks to emphasize certain issues that may escape researchers: mainly, the social
and cultural basis of the concept of labor and its repercussions; and the importance of
defining the technical terms of cultural concepts in order to highlight their natural variations
and their effects on social issues, and then how to address them across different cultures.
The article discusses the Islamic definition of labor and examines Islamic views toward
certain economic issues in light of this definition. It contends that how labor is defined has
a direct impact on understanding and managing economic issues: issues such as
determining the size of the labor force, calculating unemployment ratios, correlating
unemployment with poverty, correlating the restraint of poverty with economic growth, as
well as the involvement of both men and women in the labor market and its relevance to
human rights, scientific advancement, and the realization of human development.

Keywords: the Islamic social concept of labor, the Islamic economic concept of labor,
the capitalist concept of labor, labor as means and end, the time dimension of labor.

* Ahmad F. Oran is Professor of Economics and Islamic Economic Thought at the University of Jordan, Amman.
Email: sroran@ju.edu.jo
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Khaldunian Civilization Studies: A Revolutionary Paradigm
for Arab-Islamic Sociology
Mahmoud Dhaouadi”
Abstract

This study adopts an unconventional perspective of Ibn Khaldun’s pioneering role in
establishing the study of civilizational development (‘umran). The study of civilization has
always been regarded as the fruit of Ibn Khaldun’s experience among the Bedouin and
urban communities in North African societies in particular. Ibn Khaldun criticized Arab and
Muslim historians for their erratic methodology and analysis of historical events, holding
their works to lack credibility. According to Thomas Quinn, philosopher of science, Arab-
Muslim historiography was in a crisis during Ibn Khaldun’s time; hence, civilization studies
arose as a new paradigm to address this crisis, reorienting historiography from an ordinary
discipline to a revolutionary one and inevitably becoming a beacon for modern Arab-
Islamic sociology. This study holds that Ibn Khaldun’s thought, namely through the
Mugqaddimah, revolutionized the relationship between history and sociology, wherein
reliable historiography was deemed to necessitate a solid grounding in sociology.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldun, crisis in historiography, revolutionary thought, Thomas
Quinn, paradigm, cognitive model, Arab-Islamic sociology.

" Mahmoud al-Thawadi is a Professor of Sociology at Tunis University. Email: m.thawad43@gmail.com
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	بيد أنَّ هذا الإسقاط المنهجي عند حسن حنفي غير صحيح؛ لأنَّ المناهج الغربية الـمُتَّبَعة في تأويل الخطاب الديني في واقعنا المعاصر لا يُمكِن عزلها عن سياقها الذي نشأت فيه؛ إذ توجد تغيُّرات جذرية أصابت التصوُّر الغربي لمفهوم "الكون" و"الإنسان" و"الحياة"، ...
	إذن، فالثقافة الغربية وضعت العلمية أو العقلانية والدين على طرفي نقيض، على أساس أنَّ الدين فكر غيبي يتعارض مع التفكير العلمي والعقلانية؛ لذا فسَّرَتِ الدينَ والتديُّن تفسيراً حسِّياً. أمّا المعرفة الإسلامية فمصادرها العقل، والحسُّ أو التجربة، والوحي. ...
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