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The Literature of AbdulHamid AbuSulayman: An Analytical Cognitive Reading

Abderrazak Belagrouz-

Abstract

This article offers a cognitive inquiry into the overall intellectual productivity of
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman. The advantage of this type of inquiry is that it is based on the
methodology of thinking with cognitive models, specifically conceptual ones. The study
employs this methodology to understand the fields of knowledge that AbuSulayman
engaged with, and the intellectual reforms and practical application in education he sought
to achieve in order to remedy the Muslim psyche. The study attempts to elucidate the
relationship between values, intellectual reform, and civilizational development in
AbuSulayman’s thought, and it contends that these are interdependent in his reform project.
The study demonstrates how AbuSulayman is able to develop a viable strategy of reform to
address the challenges facing the Ummabh.

Keywords: cognitive models, conceptual analysis, intellectual reform, Muslim psyche
values, civilizational development, interdependence.

* Abderrazak Belagrouz is a Professor in the Department of Philosophy at the University of Setif-2, Algeria, and a
Vice President of the Algerian Association for Philosophical Studies. He holds a PhD in the Science and
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Transformations of the Reformist Discourse of AbdulHamid AbuSulayman
Bilal Al-Talidi"
Abstract

This article captures the transformations of the reformist discourse of
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman by tracing the stages of development in his reformist
ideas and by identifying the extent to which his reformist ideas impacted and
transformed the International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT). The study traces
the development of AbuSulayman’s reformist thought and how it shaped IIIT by
focusing on four particular areas of inquiry: (1) It examines the writings of
AbuSulayman, beginning with his university research and throughout his academic
career, doing so chronologically and analyzing the particular issues he addressed
and the trends in which his thought proceeded on these issues; (2) It analyzes the
overall narrative of IIIT, since its inception and through its development: looking
closely at the contributions made to this narrative by IIIT’s founding members as
well as others who have contributed to shaping its mission and objectives,
including AbdulHamid AbuSulayman; (3) It explores some of the major reform
initiatives taken by AbuSulayman, particularly those issues pertaining to human
rights and Shari’ah law (e.g., apostasy and freedom of belief, domestic violence,
and the penal system in Islam); and finally (4) It attempts to understand the
practical aspect of AbuSulayman’s reform project by examining its primary
practical component, that of educational reform and the mechanisms he devises
therein.

Keywords: transformation, reformist discourse, International Institute of
Islamic Thought, IIIT, human rights, Shari’ah law, educational reform.

* Bilal Al-Talidi is an Educator and weekly columnist for Al-Quds Al-Arabi newspaper. He holds a PhD in
Islamic Thought, specializing in reform movements, from the Universite Chouaib Doukkali in El Jadida,
Morocco. Email: talidi22@yahoo.fr.
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Keys to AbdulHamid AbuSulayman’s Systematic Reform of Islamic Thought

Sayyed Omar”
Abstract

This article explores the reformist contributions of the Muslim scholar
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman and his methodology in constructing a civilized nation.
It attempts to capture how AbuSulayman defines a holistic and universal Qur’anic
vision for civilizational building and his approach to calibrating contemporary
human reality with that vision. Moreover, it aims to understand how both idealism
and realism factor in his reform methodology. The study engages with the issue of
cognitive distortions, which are represented in several forms, including: distortion
of the Islamic holistic vision, lack of awareness of the organic relationship between
the pillars of Islam and civil acts, and a misunderstanding of the purpose of life—
which should be, for a Muslim, to worship God and to strive towards righteous
actions. The study contends that detrimental to the progression of Muslim
communities is the neglect—in its social and juristic discourse—of ijtihad and
reason-based thought responsive to the changes of time and place, and instead has
been entrapped by a repressive discourse that is marked by myopic and warped
thinking. The study thus attempts to identify ways to overcome these cognitive
distortions such that the Ummah regains its direction toward civilizational
excellence.

Keywords: methodology reform, Qur’anic vision, intellectual distortions,
cognitive distortions, ijtihad, reason.

*Sayyed Omar holds a PhD in Political Science and is a Professor of Islamic Theory at Helwan University. Email:
dr_sayedomer@yahoo.com.
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Ijtihad and Tajdid in the Thought of AbdulHamid AbuSulayman

Fathi Hassan Malkawi
Abstract

This article sheds light on the fajdid (renewal) efforts of AbdulHamid
AbuSulayman and what distinguishes him from others in his approach to tajdid. It
thus attempts to capture the methodological underpinnings of tajdid in
AbuSulayman’s life and thought, and it demonstrates how tajdid and other
pertinent concepts such as ijtihad are employed by him. The article contends that
AbuSulayman’s intellectual contribution in regard to fajdid comes in the context of
the “Islamization of Knowledge” movement: a movement that offers a
philosophical and methodological approach critical for renewal, revision, and
purification. The article also juxtaposes AbuSulayman’s approach to fajdid and the
Islamization of Knowledge to that of two other prominent Muslim thinkers who
devoted their efforts to these, Ismail al-Faruqi and Taha Jabir Al-Alwani. It
contends that distinguishing AbuSulayman’s work is his focus on what he held to
be the essence of the Ummah’s crisis: the crisis of the Muslim mind, will, and
conscience, and that of not prioritizing the family and childhood education.
Furthermore, the study shows how AbuSulayman’s project to change the Ummah’s
abysmal conditions relies on a notion of tajdid that is dynamic and multifaceted
and includes such concepts as islah (reform), i‘adat al-binda’ (reconstruction),
taghytr (change), ba ‘th (resurrection), iiya’ (revival), and ibda * (creativity); and it
argues, as such, that crucial to AbuSulayman’s legal thought is reviving the
practice of ijtihad.

Keywords: Islamic reform, al-islah al-Islami, critical reasoning, systematic
thinking, jurisprudence, ijtihad, i‘adat al-bina’, reconstruction, taghyir, change,
ba ‘th, resurrection, ihya’, revival, ibda , creativity.

* Fathi Hassan Malkawi is a professor in the Department of Education, Yarmouk University in Irbid, Jordan. He
has a Ph.D. in Science Education and the Philosophy of Science from Michigan State University. He is also an
Academic Advisor at the International Institute of Islamic Thought (Jordan). Email: fathihmalkawi@gmail.com.
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Restoring the Spirit of Stewardship:
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman’s Educational Reform Project

Khaled Al-Samadi”
Abstract

This study aims to extrapolate the major orientations of AbdulHamid AbuSulayman’s
educational thought. It focuses on AbuSulayman’s educational reform project, examining
its founding reference, its objectives, its intellectual contents, and its practical application,
and how these cohere to diagnose the intellectual and educational defects preventing the
Ummah from regaining the spirit of initiative and stewardship. The study offers a critical
analysis of AbuSulayman’s educational reform methodology in light of other approaches
that seek to address the Ummah’s challenges. The study’s main objective is to capture a
practical framework in which AbuSulayman’s educational reform project can treat the
issues impeding the Ummah's ability to restore its civilizational prestige.

Keywords: istikhlaf, stewardship, education, educational reform, educational
methodology, practical application, civilization building, civilizational prestige.
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Acculturation and the Relationship between Self and Other in the Thought of
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman: Acculturation with the Westerner as a Model

Ezzedine Mamich”
Abstract

This article treats central themes in AbdulHamid AbuSulayman's intellectual project:
the dialogue of civilizations, Islam and the West, Western studies, and civilizational
acculturation with the other. It attempts to capture the most salient features of his
methodological and intellectual approach, including the general and particular strengths that
lie therein. The article identifies AbuSulayman’s core principles of acculturation with the
Western Other, these being: understanding the authentic self and self-awareness, addressing
the crisis of the Muslim mind, understanding the development of conscience and its
connection with self-awareness (the role of conscience in guiding the will), understanding
the methodology of acculturation, and having objective knowledge of the Western Other
without exaggeration or distortion. The article highlights the main findings of
AbuSulayman’s project and the impact these have had in shaping reform discourse and
offering a paradigm for Islamic civilizational renewal. The article shows how reform and
civilizational renewal are central to AbuSulayman’s thought and the basis from which he
addresses other topics including the notion of figh al-wagqi‘ (jurisprudence based on an
understanding of context and reality) and its relationship to developing a framework for
positive acculturation.

Keywords: the self and the other, reform, acculturation, the West, figh al-waqi’,
civilization.

* Ezzedine Mamich holds a Ph.D. in Comparative Theology from the University of Algiers. He is a Professor of
Religion and Western Thought and the ISESCO Chair for Dialogue among Civilizations at the College of
Sharia and Islamic Studies - Qatar University. Email: amamiche@qu.edu.qa.
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