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The Development of Contemporary Theorizations of Sharia Objectives 
Shawqi Al-Azhar 

Abstract 

This article is a critical assessment of the historical backdrop to contemporary 

theorizations of the objectives of Sharia (Maqasid), starting from Imam Taher Ben 

Achour. The criterion of this assessment is what the article accepts as essential for the 

science of the Principles of Fiqh (Usul al Fiqh) in order to apply to contemporary 

challenges, i.e. the ability to go beyond the formal and fragmented approaches in 

dealing with the sacred texts and the context. The paper focuses upon the most 

important achievements in contemporary theorizing of Maqasid from this perspective, 

while also identifying the most important deficiencies for contemporary reform. The 

main finding of the research is that contemporary Maqasid-related discourse, despite the 

abundant literature, has not been able to shift the discipline of Maqasid from 

theorization of the mechanisms and methodological underpinnings to a necessary new 

stage – namely, the application of Maqasid theory in various fields of human activity. 

Keywords: Theorization of Maqasid, Maqasid of Shariah, Principles of 

Jurisprudence, Cotemporary Reformers, Actualization of Maqasid. 
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A Maqasidi approach to the ritual of fasting within the framework of the 

philosophy of religion 

Bachir Khlaifi 

Abstract 

This research is a preliminary introduction to approach fasting as worship act 

within its own ethics according to the normative purposes and intents of Islam. It is an 

attempt to have a deep investigation of the rational purposes of the sensual and spiritual 

objectives of fasting, within a framework of philosophy of Religion. It assumes an 

initial recognition of the possibility of cases were fasting does not achieve the normative 

maqasid. The researcher employed a descriptive-analytical methodology, in looking at 

fasting in its entirety, in accordance with the ideas of al-Shatbi, who made the purposes 

the basic foundation of the religion, which requires the value of Ihsan in bringing 

benefits and preventing harms in preserving the five maqasid: religion, life, intellect, 

property and procreation. This methodology is open up to a multi-disciplinary approach 

that employs various interrelated disciplines, especially those framed by the philosophy 

of religion. 
Keywords:  Fasting- Philosophy of religion– Maqasidi approach, Spirit-Body 

relationship, Rank of Taqwa  
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The Concepts of Messenger and Prophet: 

 A Study of the Theological Trends and Quranic Text 

Hasan al-Khattaf 

Abstract 

Prophethood and Messengership are considered a link between God and His 

creation. The two terms and what is related to them have been mentioned in the 

Gracious Qur’an more than two hundred times in several ways. This fact has sparked a 

controversy among theologians and later among exegetes to explain what is meant by 

both terms; are messenger and prophet synonyms as argued by the majority of the 

Mu'tazilites? Or is there a difference between them as argued by the majority of Ahlu 

Al-Sunnah? No exhaustive survey of the Quranic text has been conducted for this 

purpose. This study comes to fill this gap, based on the Qur’anic text and context. The 

conclusion was that there is no difference between the concept of the Prophet and the 

concept of the Messenger. 

Keywords: Messenger, Prophet, Revelation, Inspiration, Miracle, Challenge, 

Conveying. 
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�� �����(̂�& Y����#̂F� � F<��� F	F�g �Ĝ��YFp F������ ��  �?����Y�"����2 FM�FJF) Y����"[F5F:Fg ���"����Y��X
���
 "n�%�̂"k�� F̀ "s��FbX��� Y;�F
�̂F�."�|  

 "������ �� ?���8 1��� S���B� �<��= <��W) h�(���k��:s�����4�  R̀ ���Y�FJ FP���(F�"  R���4��F[  F) ̂J�� F� F� Y�  Y��  �' �
 FE� ̂� ��  F% ĜY=F5F��̂[F5Fg ̂
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The need for the renewal of Islamic Theology and its levels 

Yasin al-Salmi 

Abstract 

This study emphasizes the importance of Islamic Theology and the need for its 

renewal, and the update of its levels through a number of suggestions, based on the 

review of a set of central concepts, with specific focus of the concept of foundations of 

the religion. The study tries to distinguish between ranks of theology which allows 

updating positions on theology rejection, update positions of theologians themselves on 

theology dispute, and explain areas of these ranks that deserve the renewal. 

Keywords: Islamic theology, Update and renewal, Foundations of the religion, 

Branches of the religion, Subtle questions of theology, Major questions of theology. 
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13. Shari'a Law and Modern Muslim Ethics, Robert W. Hefner, 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2016, 312 pages. 
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14. The Sociology of Islam: Knowledge, Power and Civility, 

Armando Salvatore, Wiley, 2016, 344 pages. 
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15. Philosophy in the Islamic World: A history of philosophy 

without any gaps, by Peter Adamson, Oxford University Press, 

2016, 280 pages. 
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16. Religion as Critique: Islamic Critical Thinking from Mecca 

to the Marketplace (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks), by 

Irfan Ahmad. Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina 

Press, 2017, 300 Pages. 
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17. Misquoting Muhammad: The Challenge and Choices of 

Interpreting the Prophet's Legacy, by Jonathan A.C. Brown, 

Oneworld Publications, 2015, 384 pages. 
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18. The Power of Praying Through Fear, by Stormie Omartian, 

Harvest House Publishers, 2017, 224 pages 
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19. Islamic Spirituality: Theology and Practice for the Modern 

World, by Zeki Saritoprak,  Bloomsbury Academic, 2017, 248 

pages. 
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