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On Moral Values in Higher Education: A Critical Survey of Research in English in
the Last Twenty-Five Years

Samira al-Khawaldeh
Abstract

This study aims to survey the presence and efficacy of moral values and ethical
standards in higher education through examining selected literature written by specialists on
the subject in the last twenty-five years, covering books, websites, and articles in academic
journals. The survey involves analyzing about a hundred publications written in English,
and identifying them under one of several categories, including: "theory, history and
philosophy of morals and ethics in higher education programs"; "calls for synthesizing
moral values and professional ethics in higher education"; and "the role of faculty and non-
teaching staff in the development of students’ moral sense." A considerable number of
applied research studies are also found, dealing with proposed models and actual
experiments in this area. The findings of the present study indicate that the general
tendency among the authors surveyed is to demand the merging of moral development, one
way or another, into university curricula, as a means to better prepare students to assume
positive and effective roles in the service of humanity in general and of their own societies
in particular. The study holds that such demands are likely motivated by the recent
economic crises and the belief that it was caused by morally bankrupt business leaders who
did not receive adequate university training in ethics.

Keywords: Values, moral standards, university education, goals of higher education,
integration of values in programs, impediments of integration
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Philosophy of Values and its Manifestation in Higher Education
Fathi Hasan Malkawi
Abstract

This study describes the state of thought and research on the topic of values in
contemporary university education, with the aim of understanding this state and its
implications. It delineates how universities define the philosophy of values in university
education, and it attempts to capture the relationship of university values to academic
values, organizational culture, quality assurance systems, and religion. It also looks at the
global competition between universities that is based on philosophy of values in university
education. The study prompts us to consider a future vision in which educational reform
efforts based on universal, civilizational values are integrated in universities. The study
holds that contemporary Muslims can make an important civilizational contribution to the
world by shifting from merely addressing the challenges of globalization in university
education to deploying the opportunities of globalization, developing ideas and practices
towards the philosophy of values in university education.

Keywords: Philosophy of values, academic values, organizational culture, university
education, universal values
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Values and Value Reference in University Education
Azmi Taha El-Sayed Ahmad
Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the concept of “value” as adopted by the author, and to
highlight the importance of values in life. It seeks to address the issue of value
classification in general, presenting a specific classification of values developed by the
author, with categories that follow ontological divisions. Besides demonstrating that the
source of positive (good) values is God Almighty, it deals with the question of the relativity
and absoluteness of values, confirming the invariability of values, and the multiplicity of
the forms of their actualization in reality. Moreover, the study discusses university
education and its scientific, social, civilizational, and moral goals, as well as its frame of
reference. It concludes that the frame of reference for university education has two aspects:
practical and theoretical (intellectual), and that the overall reference for the practical is the
value of values (worship), while the one for the theoretical is the holistic view of existence.
The study also concludes that the two aspects of reference are complementary, indicating
that their source is one, God Almighty, Creator of everything.

Keywords: Values, positive values, the value of values, holistic vision of existence,
value frame of reference
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Values in University Projects: A Vision to Regulate Theory and Practice Issues
Khaled Al Samadi
Abstract

This study presents preliminary observations and findings about the status of values in
university projects. It provides ideas that aim to help in the construction of a comprehensive
vision for integrating values into university projects and to raise awareness of their
importance for the improvement of teaching and research (with the hope that this will
provide researchers and scholars the opportunity to further investigate components of this
vision). The study proposes rules and principles that should help develop this organizing
vision and make the issue of values an essential element of university projects in a
harmonious, rationalized manner: whether relating to their visions, missions, or goals; and
whether in the field of teaching or research, or at the level of governance, management, and
administration. In addition, the study presents educational and legal options conducive to
the practical application of this project.

Keywords: Governing academic values, university projects, quality and accreditation
standards in universities, networks of evaluation indicators, internal evaluation, external
evaluation
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The Value Component in Various Disciplines Taught in Universities:
A Prospective Analytical Study
Musaddeq Al-Jaleedi
Abstract

This analytical study investigates the prevailing values in universities and their impact
on students' behavior—considering that students are subject to psychological and psycho-
social influences at universities which can undermine frame of reference values internalized
from parental education and the original culture of their societies. While certain
components of these frame of reference values need to be reviewed and critiqued, such as
the negative attitude towards women in Arab societies (a legacy of the era of civilizational
decline), other basic and authentic values need to be affirmed, such as faith, altruism, and
charity. Students need to consider the new positive values that have emerged in
contemporary global context, such as democracy, human rights, biotech ethics, and the
ethics of dealing with the internet in particular and the digital domain in general. The study
reveals that the value component in the various disciplines taught in Arab-Muslim
universities is inadequate and insufficient; a finding that makes it imperative to propose a
matrix of values for the different disciplines taught, and those that should be taught. The
study thus proposes such a matrix of values, approaching the subject within a framework of
the overarching values of fawhid (monotheism), tazkiyyah (self-purification), insaniyyah
(humanitarianism), ‘wumran (civilizational progress, in the sense of the structural and
cultural development of society), and their sub-branches; in addition to taking a receptive
attitude towards new civilizational values that conform to the original value system and its
ultimate purposes.

Keywords: Original value system, higher ruling values, new civilizational values,
value components in university education, various disciplines taught in universities, matrix
of values
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14. Islamic Law and Ethics, Edited by David R. Vishanoff, Herndon: The
International Institute of Islamic Thought, June, 2020, 222 pages.
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15. Value and the Humanities: The Neoliberal University and Our Victorian

Inheritance (Palgrave Studies in Literature, Culture and Economics, by Zoe Hope
Bulaitis, Edinburgh: Palgrave Macmillan, June 2020, 326 pages.
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16. How to Market a university: Building Value in a Competitive Environment,
by Teresa Flannery, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, January 2021, 256
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17. Higher Expectations: Can Colleges Teach Students What They Need to

Know in the 21st Century? by Derek Bok, New Jersey: Princeton University Press,
August 2020, 232 pages.
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18. Cracks in the Ivory Tower: The Moral Mess of Higher Education, by Jason
Brennan and Phillip Magness, UK: Oxford University Press, June 2021, 176 pages.
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19. Teaching the Whole Student: Engaged Learning With Heart, Mind, and
Spirit, Editing by David Schoem & Christine Modey, & Edward P. St. John, Stylus

Publishing, May 2017, 292 pages.
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