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Critical Thought from an Islamic Perspective
Abd al-Majid al-Najjar
Abstract

This study treats an important aspect of education which Muslim educators have
inadequately addressed, namely critical thought. Muslim educators, instead, have
largely focused on spiritual and moral education; these having a predominant influence
on the concept of education in the Islamic consciousness in general, and on religious
leaders and educators in particular. The study thus holds that critical thought should be
accorded appropriate importance, even more given the direct reflection it has on all
facets of human conduct, both theoretical and practical. Attention to critical thought is
necessitated, moreover, in light of the current reality of substantial deviations in
understanding religion in particular, and in the aptitude of understanding in general;
which is manifested in the lack of contribution to and development of scientific
knowledge and the religious sciences. The study contends that neglect of critical
thought has led to the emergence of extremism and terrorism, and has consequently
brought considerable harm to the global Muslim community (Ummabh).

Keywords: critical thought, reason, thought, dialogical method, Islamic thought.
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Islamic Intellectual Thought: Between Textual Cohesion and Critical
Differentiation

Ismail Al-Hasani
Abstract

Textual cohesion is for our thought to engage with the sacred text in a consistent
manner, wherein its dimensions are consistently and harmoniously anchored in the
thought of the Muslim scholar. As regards critical differentiation, it is the diverse
cognitive ability of discernment. Accordingly, the “scientific-cognitive” interpretations
of the exegetes primarily require a precise awareness of the differential orientation of
scientific and intellectual activity. This renders the scholar's quest for constructing his
thought and the formation of rules and laws to be a perpetual quest whose episodes are
never completed in history. Secondly, what is necessitated is symbiotic cohesiveness
between the Qur anic verses because they are devoid of categorical indications insofar
as what relates to any definitive scientific knowledge, given that scientific universal
knowledge is among the plains of knowledge entailing varied and varying ideas and
views.

Keywords: Islamic thought, cohesiveness, distinctiveness, al-Shatibi, interpretation.
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The Concept of “Rights” and the Reformulation of the Science of Magasid in Islam
Muhammad Al-Majthoub Muhammad Saleh
Abstract

The concept of “rights,” in its comprehensive understanding as gathered from the
Qur’an, is not explicitly found conveyed as a standalone comprehensive concept in the
science of usil al-figh or the magqasid al-Shari‘ah. Rather, one will find that scholars of
magqasid used it specifically in conveying the concept of maslahah (benefit or interests)
and within the framework of realizing the higher objectives of the Shari‘ah. Moreover,
it was used exclusively in the context of the type of maslahah that was either
unarticulated in the Shari‘ah (i.e., maslahah mursalah) or that was derived through
induction (istigra’). In other words, the notion of “rights” was employed in a technical
sense and out of a need to formulate Shari‘ah rulings and Islamic doctrine. It was
needed for ijtihad and for extrapolating detailed rulings within what legal theorists had
determined to be individual and collective rights and responsibilities. The notion of
“rights” in magasid thought was not viewed as a basis for the higher objectives of the
Qur’an, but rather it was seen as governing the objectives of voluntary acts of the
mukalif (legally responsible person). In essence, all the universal laws of the Shari‘ah
lead to “rights,” of which an Islamic way of life (in all its various and diverse aspects)
correspond to. These universal laws should thus serve as a basis for all the laws and
appropriate mechanisms needed to activate and develop a meaningful system for the
realization of rights in the current state of affairs.

This article therefore treats the Qur’anic worldview’s great attention to the notion
of rights, to the extent of establishing upon its articulation of rights a system of human
objectives. The notion of rights in the Qur’anic context, in fact, covers various aspects
of life, such that it can be said that the objectives of the Qur’an are essentially the
objectives of rights. It is this scientific orientation that we hope will create another area
in the figh of magqasid, doing so at a moment in which we pursue the objectives of the
Qur’an and their fundamental import.

Keywords: haqq, rights, magasid, objectives, maqgasid al-Shari‘ah, objectives of
the Qur’an, human objectives, maslahah, interest, benefit.
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The Purpose of Intellectual Reformation According to the Qur'an and the
Manifestations of Rationalism in the Islamic Sciences: Usil al-Figh as a Model

Wassila Khelfi
Abstract

The preservation of the intellect or reason (hifz al- ‘agl) is a manifest objective of
the Qur’an, as reflected in its teachings concerning God, the universe, and life, as well
as in the universal and particular rulings of Shari‘ah. These teachings kindle sound
thought in humans, evoking reflection and contemplation as a means to reaching the
realities and facts which God instilled in His Creation. And on the basis of sound
thought and reason, the Islamic sciences were established to serve Revelation. These
sciences inexorably continued to develop and proliferate until their domains became
entrenched and multifarious books and works were addressed to them across time and
innumerable places. These sciences, moreover, represent the foremost manifestation of
the Muslim mind which imbibed Revelation, notwithstanding the possibility of forms of
criticism of these sciences, given that they are in some measure the product of human
effort.

This article highlights the aspect of the existential preservation of the purpose of
intellectual reformation in the Qur'an through the efforts of Muslim jurists in founding
the science of usal al-figh (principles of jurisprudence). The article contends that the
manifestation of the purpose of intellectual reformation is evident in jurisprudential
thought in premodern and modern times through the calls for renewal of this science.

Keywords: intellectual reformation, principles of jurisprudence, rationalism,
religious thought, objectives of the Qur'an.
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