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Abu al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari’s Views on Matters of Islamic
Legal Theory and their Bearing on his Theological Preferences

Mohamed El-Tahir El-Mesawi & Belal Barakat Salhab

Abstract

This study is concerned with bringing to light an important, but understudied, aspect
of the scholarly legacy of Abu al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari (260-324H/874-936CE), namely the
dialectical and interactive relationship between the inquiry of issues of Islamic legal
theory and investigation into questions of Islamic theology. The aim is to see how al-
Ash‘ari’s views in legal theory shaped his opinions in theology. The study engages itself
with al-Ash‘ari’s texts themselves with resorts to what has been attributed to him in the
works of later Muslim legal theorists and theologians, to the exception of Ibn Furak’s
Magqalat al-Ash‘ari which stands as a primary source next to al-Ash‘ari’s works whose
attribution to is beyond doubt. The study has focused on fundamental issues pertaining to
legal theory as expounded in those primary sources.

Keywords: al-Ash‘ari, Islamic legal theory, Islamic theology, dialectics of legal
theory and theology.
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Crises of Arab Modernity on the Boundaries of An Alternative Civilizational Project.
Azzous bin Omar Al-Shawali
Abstract

The contemporary project of the civilizational resumption of the Arab-Muslim
nation today is a prospective developmental program aims at presenting a new vision
that takes advantage of the intellectual legacy achieved by the modern Arab-Muslim
reform movement at the hands of the scholars and thinkers of the Renaissance, such as:
al-Afghani, Abdo, al-Kawakibi, al-Tunisiani, Ben Badis, Ben Achour, Chakib Arslan,
Malik bin Nabi, and others.

However, this project does not repeat the historical experience of the previous
reform and renaissance one, rather it rereads and employs its experience according to
the latest circumstances, trying to avoid the failures that plunged the Renaissance
project and caused its failure and stalemate. This alternative project is a developmental
vision and logical consequence of a path fraught with crises and failures that prevented
the realization of the renaissance and the civilizational transformation with its correct
tools and results.

Keywords: Civilizational resumption; Arab modernity; Renaissance; Modern
reform movement.
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La laicité, c'est la liberté de conscience liée a I’égalité de
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Theories of Islamic Art:
Interdisciplinarity and Epistemological Integration
Idham Muhammad Hanash
Abstract

Islamic Art may be an Orientalistic subject of Archaeology & Museology, which have been
developed later by the post-Orientalistic studies around the principles of social, human and
cultural sciences. Then its door was open for epistemological studies which adopted an approach
of a comprehensive scientific perspective and a wide functional methodology based on
interdisciplinarity and epistemological integration of the philosophical, aesthetic, creative and
critical theories of Islamic art, in order to transcend the archaeological perspective and the
museum's function.

This study aims to achieve the cognitive sustainability of Islamic Art as a complex aesthetic
knowledge of Islam, composed of many theories, which can be described as foundational,
structural in the formation of Islamic Art. The study concludes with some cognitive,
methodological and functional results that can inspire culturally and creatively the future studies
related to Islamic art.

Keywords: Theories of Islamic Art; Interdisciplinarity; Epistemological integration;
Cognitive sustainability; Future studies.
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Semiology of Islamic Art
An Analytical Approach to Visual Elements and their Symbolic Significance
Mazen Asfor
Abstract

The role of Islamic art - with its various techniques, methods and forms - was not
limited to expressing the aesthetics of workmanship. It goes beyond the expression of
intellectual and social values through the visual language of form and artistic construction
as a kind of pure abstraction. It was founded through Islamic visual visions and
philosophy stemming from the understanding of the Islam, contrary to Western artistic
abstraction. Although this art has replaced the pictorial figurative painting with its forms,
voids, shades and light, it has been able to provide pure visual solutions that are pure and
rich in social and human connotations expressed through pure visual elements, which the
Muslim artist has employed in the construction of his visual texts, whether it is
architecture, geometric decorations, or floral, etc.

This semiological study monitors the artistic and aesthetic signifiers directly related
to the life and needs of Muslim, based on a deep understanding of Islam and its moderate
philosophy that combines the sacred and the worldly, links theory and practice and
uncovers the presence of these connotations in the Islamic visual text.

Keywords: Semiotics; Functions; Semantics; Visual text; Abstraction.
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