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. (Islam and the west: common cause or clash)
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1965

1

The official latin text of nostra Aetate ( Vatican Il Declaration, October 28, 1965) has
been variously rendered into English, this translation from the Documents of Vatican 11
in a New and Definitve Translation, edited by Walter M

Abbott, S.J. ( New york: Herder and Herder , 1966), 668. Although I prefer the
flannery translation for its overall stylistic elegance, the Abbott translation is used here
because its phrase”let them mak common cause of safeguarding and fostering” (
communiter tueantur et promoveant ) better expresses the them of this essay . this
phrase has also been teanslated as * together maintain and promote” ( Tanner ) and
together preserve and promote” ( Flannery). See Norman p. Tanner , S.J. Decrees of
the Ecumenical councils, 2vols. ( London and Washington, D.C.: sheed and Ward and
Georgetown University press, 1990), 969-970, and Astin Flannery, O.P.ed.,

Documents of Vatican 11(Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Erdmans, 1975) 739-740.
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. paranoia :

/ / 1973

Huntington
Il: n n 1993
41996 !

2

Jack G. shaheen, Arab and muslim stereotyping in American popular culture, occasional

paper series ( Washington, D.C.: center for Muslim —christian Understanding,
Georgtown University, 1997). See also his ( the TV Arab) Bowling Green, oh.:

Bowling Green state university , popular press, 1984): and Edmund Ghareeb, ed,.
Split vision : the portrayal of Arabs in the American Media (Washignton, D.C.;:

American —Arab Affairs concil, 1983).
3

The linking of the color green to Islam arises from the Muslim belief that green banners

Were carried in Mohammeds flight ( HiJrah) from Mecca to Medina in 622 C.E.-the

year from which the Muslim calendar begins.
4

Samuel p. Huntington, “ the clash of civilizations?,” foreign Affairs 72 (3) ( summer

1993): 22-49 and his the clash of civilizations and the Remaking of world order (

new york : simon & Schuster, 1996). The civilizational clash paradigm has been
widely criticized. See especially Ralph braibanti, the nature and structure of the Islim

world ( Chicago, I1: International policy and strategy Institute, 1995), 13-22: John
Gray, “ Global Utopias and clashing civilizations: Misunderstanding the present”

International Affairs 74(1) ( January, 1998 ): 149-164: Giandomenico picco, “
ADialogue of civilizations, “ the Japan Times, October 10, 1998.
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1965
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— Islamopobia

5
1993
1995
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) .
143: o

5

Alya , Ali Izetbegovich, lalim Between East and west ( Indianapolis, In.: American Trust
publications, 1993).
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6
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. 1966
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760
756

6

Dods parliamentary companion 1998, 179" edition (London, vacher Dod publishing,

1998).
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- 1998

1996

7

The discrepancy between the 59 Muslim states that aer members of the United Nations
and the 55 members of the O.1.C. is accounted for by the fact that 4 U.N.



18

1945

248 %60 1998

2284 %18 i 36 1997

Member states ( bosnia and Herzegovina, cental African Rpublic, cote d Ivoire, and
Guyana) are observer rather than member states of the
O.1.C. the fifith O.1.C. observer atate is the Turkish Muslim community of Cyprus, which

is not a U.N. member.
8
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1997-
- 1978

1988 - 1985 91997

1996 600
( 304 ) 1997

602 ) 831 1997 1992

( 422) A

2692 7621
34 :
(  15) 1997 8

Mohamed Nimer , the Status of Muslim civil Rights in the United states 1998, patterns

of Discrimination (April 1997- April 1998) ( Washington, D.C:council on American-

lalamic Relations, 1998 ). The report states that all incidents were substantiated and that

300 cases were excluded because of insufficient evidence. .

The latest report is U.S. Department of state, patterns of Global Terrorism 1997,
publication 10535 ( Washington, D.C.: Author, April, 1998).
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270
1996
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19 1996

10

210

10
Amos perlmutter, “ containment Strategy for the Islamic Holy war, “ the wall street
Journal, October 4, 1984: Yossef bodansky, Target America: terrorism in the U.S.

Today ( New york: S.P.I.books, 1993) and three articles by ateven Emerson —
lalamic terror : from Midwest to Mideast, “ Friends of Hamas in the white House,” and
“ How to Fight Terrorism , “ published in the wall street Journal on August 28,

1995, March 13,1996, and August 24, 1998, respectivel. See three Muslim
responses to the Emerson articles in lettrs to the editor, “ Don’t condemn Islam over

fanatics,” the wall street Journal , September2, 1998.
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1964

1965
1990 " " . 1975

i " 1994

1965

1974

11

His Holiness, John paul Il, crossing the threshold of hope (new york: Alfred A. knopf,
1994), 91-143. see also a critique by Richard john Neuhaus, first things, no.49

(Januaury 1995), 81-85. for further discussion of John pauls attitude toward Islam
see George Hunston Williams, the mind of John paul Il: origins of his thought and

Actions ( New york: the seabury press, 1981), 328 ff: ted szulc, pople John paul 11
New york: scribner, 1995), 425-431.
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1965

. 1980

1986
12

1947

12

Grace Halsell, prophecy and politics: Militant Evangelists on the Road to Nuclear War
(Westport, Lawrence Hill and co .,1986).



1947
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1994
131 n
1956
1985
14
%54 1954
13
El Hassan Bin Talal, Christianity in the arab World (London Arabesque Int, 1995).
14

‘Izz Addin Ibrahim, Islamic-Christian Dialogue (An Islamic View), CSIC Papers
No.5(Birminingham, U.K: Centre for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim
Relations, Selly Oak Colleges, June 1996).
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19432

1948

1995
1997/9/12
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1998



28

1965

1905 15 1906

15

Moncure D. Conway, My Pilgrimage to the Wise Men of the East (Boston and New York:
Houghton, Mifflin and company, (1906), 166, 249-250.

*

)
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Hippie

.36-16 . 52-42

First Things, No.28 (February 1993), 72.

16( )

16



30

17

- - 1965

18

17

Salman Eushdie, The Satanic Verses (New York: Viking, 1989; see a critique by Ali
Mazrui, The Satanic Verses or Satanic Noveol: The Moral Dilemmas of the Rushdie

Affairs (Greenpoint , N.Y.:The Committee of Muslim Scholars of north America, 1990).
18

James A. Bill and john Alden Williams, “Shi’l Islam and Roman Catholicism: An
Ecclesial and Political Analysis,” in Karl C. Ellis, O.S.A, The Vatican, Islam, and the

Middle East (Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1987), 69-107.
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1908
_20

19

Henri Corbin, En Islam Iranian( Paris: Gallimard, 1971).
20

Mary Louise Gude, Louis Massignon: The Crucible of Compassion (Notre Dame and
London: University of Notre Dame Press, 1996), 76.
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John Calvin Thomas Aquinas

Hugo Grotius .

Giorgo del
- -vecchio

— Victor Cathrein -

21

On natural law, see, inter alia, John Finnis, Natrual Law and Natural Rights (Oxford: clarendon Press
and New York™ Oxford University Press, 1980); Chales Grove Hainess, The Revival of Natural

Lawcpncepts (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1930), 278-306; A.D. D’Entreves,
Natural Law: An Introductionto Legal Philosophy (New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Publishers,

1994); Carl F.H. Henry, “Natural Law and Nihilistic Culture,” First Things, No.49 (January
1995): 54-60; Hadley Arkes, The Return of George Sutherland: Restoring a Jurisprudence of

Natural Rights (Ptrinceton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1994). See also his First Things: An
Inquiry into the First Principles ofm Morals and Justice (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press,

1986).

*

Hugo Grotus/John Caluin? Toma Aquinas.



Edward Wilson

22

34

22

Edward O. Wilson Consilience: The Unity of Knowledge (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1998),
238. 265, quotations at 240, 250. 251. see also his “Biological basis of Morality,” The
Atlantic Monthly 2814) (aprit 1998): 53-70.
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The Universe

24

23

Saint Thomas Aquinase, The Treatise on Law. [Being Summa Theologiael-II, QQ90 Through 97]
edited with introduction, Latin Text, Translation and commentary by R.J. Hele , S.J. (Notre Dame

and London : university of Norte Dame Press, 1993), 149.
24



The Old Testament

(3/53-1 :35) 1993

36

Catechism of the Catholic Church (Citta dI vaticano: Editrice Vaticana, 1994), 473-480.
Quotation form Encyclical If Lei XIII, Libertas Praestantissimum (liberty, the Highest of Natural

Endowments), (1888) cited in Catechism, 474.



25

37 /

F.A. Hayek, The Rule of Law (Menlo Park, Ca: Institute 0 Humane Studies, 1975), 22-29.

Carl F. Henry, “Natural law and A Nihilitstic Culture,” First Things (January 1995): 54.-60.

25
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38
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) O.lC.
.31

27

This attitude in France is often labeled Amricanophobie . Duverger’s statement appeared in an

interview in L’Express, March 5, 1964. The original is: “Il faut le dire, il faut ;’ecire, il n’y a g’'um
danger pricher pour I’Europe, c’est la civilization americaine.”
28
Jenn-Jazques Servan-Schreiber, The radical Alternative (New York: W.W. Norton, 1971), 158,
161.
29

Mohammad Ayub Khan, Friends Not Masters (Karachi: oxford University Press, 1967).
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, The Myth of Independence (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 1969).

Arab News (Jeddah), December 27, 1995.
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40




1985

41 /

1994
82 22 178

32

Report of the international Conference on Population and Development Cairo, 5.13 September
1994 (New York: United Nations, 1995), 178-182.Fora critique of the Cairo conference see
George Wigel. “What happened at Cairo,” First Things No.50(February 1995): 24-32.



42

33

Carl Benstein and Marco politi, His Holiness john Paul 1l and the History of Our time (New York:

Penguin, 1966), 519-524, quotation at 521.



1995
43 /

34

Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995( New York:
United Nations , 1996), 191-1978. see also Cindy Wooden. “Vatican Quiet on Final
Document in Beijing,” National Catholic reporter 31(41) (September 22, 1995): 13.



23

35

44

100

35

Rosemary radford Ruether, “Incongruous Vatican Status at U.N. Questioned by Women ,. Other
Groups ,” National Catholic Reporter 32(2): 21.



1997/10/7

1891

45 /

36

Mona Abul-Fadl, “Community , justice, and Jihad: Elements of the Muslim Historical
Consciousness,” American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 4(1): 13-30.



1965 . 1963

37 1967 "

1995

(63-57 " ")

46

37

Mohamed Said Al-Attar, “Nous Saluous ce Grand Texte Historique, “Development et cicilisations

30 (June 1967): 18-25. For analysis of Populorum progression, see Ralph Braibani,
“Inducement o Political Administrative Development” in Ralph Braibanti ed., political and

Administrative Development (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1969), 3-107, esp. 34-

37,No.88.
38

Abdul Majeed A. Zindani, Mustafa A. Ahmed, and Joe Leigh Simpson, “Embryogenesis and Human
Development in the First days,” in Zindani et. Al., Human Development as Described in the Qur’an
ans Sunnah: Correlation with Modern Embryology (Bridgeview, Il.: Islamic Academy for Scientific

research, 1994), 114-126.



151

68 33

39

40

39

Judith A. Dwyer and Elizabeth L. Montgomery, eds., The New Dictionary of Catholic Social

Thought (Collegeville, Mo.: The Liturgical Press, 1994), 111
40

These mitigating provisions are prescribed in the Qur’an in several places. See 2:178 and 5:45.

Perhaps the clearest expression of ihsan is found in 42:40 which says : “The recompense for an
injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree) out if a person forgives and makes reconciliation, his
rewards is due from Allah”.
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6-34 1-34

1987

42

43

41

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2415-18, 2456. Much of this doctrine is derived from

Centesimus Annus, 37-38.
42

See esp. S. Wagar Ahmad Husaini, Islamic Environmental Systemic Environmental Systems
Engineering (Londod: Macmillan, 1980), and Fazlun Khalid and Jeanne O’Brien eds., Islam and

Ecology (London : Casselle, 1992).
43

Seyyed Hossein Naser, Religion and the Order of Nature (New Yirk: Oxford University Press,

1996), Quotations at 271, 280, 288.



48

44n

44

Sahih Muslim, Book 35, hadith 66086. this hadith is referenced in Ali Ahmed , “Islam and Modern
Transformation of environmental Thoughts ,” American Muslim Quarterly 2(1): 131.
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52

1995
1983

45n

46

45

The AMC ( American Muslim council) Report 6 (1): 2-3.
46

This is an outstanding example of transcending theological differences in effort to unite in common
cause on social issues. Asubsequent expansion of this endeavor includes the text of the Declaration:
Charles colson and Richard John Neuhaus eds, Evangelical and catholics Togeter , the Christian

Mission in the Third Millenium (Dallas , Tx,: world publishing, 1995).



53 /

47

1979
48

47

The extensive literature on this theme is well represented by Mark R.cohen, Under crescent and

cross: the Jews in the Middle Ages ( Princeton, NJ,: Princeton University press, 1994).
48

Ismail Raji al-Faruqgi, ed, Trialogue of the Abrahimic Faiths ( Washington, D.C: Intemational
Institute of Islimic thought, 1982).
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54

50n

49

Mohammed Arkoun, “ Is Islam threatened by Chrisianity?” translated from the French by John

Bowden, cross currents 45(4): 46—478, quotations at 474.6.
50

Francis cardinal Arinze, Meeting other Believers ( Leominster, England: Gracewing, Fowler wright

Books, 1997),37.
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59 /

52

There is some evidence that American Muslim are beginning to appreciate the potential of their role
in reinvigoration American morality with Muslim values see, for example, an editorial titled “ An
opportunity to Enhance Human Dignity “ deploring public”nonchalance” in the climton impeachment
affair and urging American Muslim “ to render their moral and civic duty to contribute toward
realigning the American vision to its straight path.” Islamic Horizons (November/ December

1998).
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54

53

Murad Hofmann, “ promoting Islam and Uplifting Muslims,” Islamic Horizons (September / October

1998): 18—20, quotation at 18. 54

Wolfhart pannenberg, “ Christianity and the west: Ambiguous past, Uncertain Future, * First things (

Decenber 1994): 18-23, quotation at 23.
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