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The Political Dimension Across Islamic and Christian Scriptures:
A Comparative Textual Study

Naif Nahar al-Shammari*
Abstract

This article investigates the nature of political presence in the Islamic and Christian
traditions, drawing on their respective foundational texts (or scriptures). The study initially
examines the Christian stance on politics, demonstrating that the texts of the Gospels and
the Epistles of Paul explicitly negate the interrelation between the political and the
religious, consistent with the clear mandate to separate the kingdoms of Heaven and Earth.
The analysis asserts that these texts, which advocate for the separation of the sacred and the
secular, were not contingent upon the specific political context in which Christianity
emerged but represent an intrinsic, deliberate theological position.

The article then transitions to establishing the Islamic position, which stands in
contrast to the Christian viewpoint. Islamic scripture encompasses a broad political
presence, addressing both international relations—including matters of war and peace—and
internal politics, with principles pertaining to governance. In this context, the article
introduces specific Quranic textual models that address political subjects.

The study concludes by addressing attempts to deny the inherent politico-religious
relationship in Islam itself. These attempts draw on certain Islamic texts, such as the saying

“You are more knowledgeable in the affairs of your world” (ng’: B j.ii. ;.LJ (ifﬁ), and by

analogizing Islam to Christianity (i.e., attempting to impose the Christian model of
separation). The study utilizes analytical and comparative methodologies in its examination
of the focal texts.

Keywords: Islam, Christianity, Politics, Religious Text, Scripture.
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The Relationship Between Advocacy and Political Work in the Thought of
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman: A Study of the Influence of the Cognitive Framework
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Abstract

This study seeks to describe and analyze the problematic relationship between
advocacy work and political work in the intellectual framework of AbdulHamid
AbuSulayman. It aims to uncover the theoretical and practical insights he offered regarding
this duality. The research begins by outlining the foundational principles and key concepts
that constitute the cognitive framework underlying AbuSulayman’s thought—particularly
his conceptualization of both political and advocacy work.

The study also explores the theoretical bases upon which AbuSulayman constructed
his approach to this duality, through both foundational and historical analysis, in order to
trace the transformations it has undergone and to understand its current manifestation in the
contemporary context. The paper concludes with an analytical review of the procedural
solutions proposed by AbuSulayman for resolving the tension between advocacy and
political engagement. Central to his proposal is the idea of a constitutional and functional
separation between the two domains, grounded in the principles of complementarity and
institutional independence. This approach aims to prevent the monopolization of political
power by religious, educational, or similar institutions.

Keywords: AbdulHamid AbuSulayman, advocacy work, political work, cognitive
framework.
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Abstract

This study explores the aesthetic dimensions, underlying purposes, psychological
implications, and cognitive significance of Islamic art, with the aim of contributing to the
development of a desired model for Islamic visual art education. Theoretically, this model
can be grounded in key concepts from the psychology of art, particularly those related to
educational curricula and contemporary applications that support the formulation of
distinctive features and frameworks for Islamic visual art education. Moreover, the
theoretical foundation of this model draws on the magqdsid (objectives) of Islamic teachings
in education, moral cultivation (fazkiyyah), and the holistic development of the individual
and society. It is also informed by the principles and theories of Islamic psychology and the
foundational concepts and rules of Islamic aesthetics—elements that together shape a
unique and authentic educational vision and curriculum. In practice, the proposed model
can be further developed through a phenomenological analysis and psychological
interpretation of key elements in Islamic visual art. These elements can be leveraged to
support the psychological and educational goals of an Islamic visual art pedagogy.
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Features of Objectivity in Islamic Legal Theory:
A Study in Structure and Foundations

Abdul Ahad Mustafa Abdul Rahman Law”
Saleh Qadir Karim Al-Zanki™
Abstract

The methodology of wusil al-figh (Islamic legal theory) is one of the important
approaches developed by Muslims to study Islamic legal texts. This study sets out to
identify the features of objectivity in the methodology of usil al-figh by examining its
structure and foundations. The study concludes that the methodology of wusil al-figh is
based on three foundations: the centrality of the text, the centrality of the speaker, and the
centrality of the speaker’s holiness. If objectivity consists in refraining from prejudgments
by adhering to the principle of seeking truth and justice, then its features in the
methodology of usiil al-figh are manifested in the concept of ijtihdd and in the processes
that reflect a commitment to seeking truth, justice, and discipline. Application of the
method involves following the text wherever it leads, doing justice to the author of the text
by interpreting his words within their proper context, and respecting the origin of the text
by upholding its sacredness. Lastly, the study identifies important aspects of objectivity in
usil al-figh's internal structure and governing foundations. The descriptive and analytical
method is employed here in studying the components, foundations, and vision of the
methodology of usiil al-figh. When tracking the recurring meanings which attest to the
objectivity of its system, it relies on the inductive method. And for an understanding of the
history and evolution of ideas, it draws on the historical method.

Keywords: methodology, usiil al-figh, Islamic legal theory, objectivity, ijtihad, text,
holiness, usili method.
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Abstract

This study highlights the qualitative contributions that epistemological integration can
offer to the scientific enterprise, particularly in addressing some of its epistemological
impasses and methodological crises. These challenges are partly rooted in the dominance of
a hyper-specialized orientation aligned with a positivist paradigm, itself grounded in a
secular worldview. This worldview conceives: a) the universe as a self-sufficient, extended
natural existence governed by internally consistent explanatory laws; and b) the human
being as a purely material category and natural entity, differing from other animals in
degree rather than kind. Through a critical engagement with specialization, the study
reveals that specialization is not merely a procedural adaptation to scientific advancement
but a practical embodiment of the principles of objectification and fragmentation, as shaped
by the abstract rationality of modernity.

In contrast, the study explores the potential for epistemological integration to reorient
the scientific system toward a more explanatory and synthetic paradigm—one that
transcends the rigid constraints of disciplinary orthodoxy. It advocates for a scientific
practice attuned to creativity at the intersections and interrelations of knowledge domains.
Such a shift would represent a significant move toward the humanization of knowledge,
equipping it to engage with unfamiliar puzzles and profound questions that the positivist
paradigm has traditionally neglected.
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