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Features of Taha Jabir Al-Alawani's Intellectual Renewal (7ajdid)
Fathi Hasan Malkawi”
Abstract

This article treats the concept of renewal (tajdid) in Islamic thought as understood
by Taha Jabir Al-Alwani, who is considered one of the thinkers of the contemporary school
of thought known as Islamiyyat al-Ma ‘rifah (“The School of Islamic Knowledge”). It is
divided into four sections. The first explores the concept of renewal and its relation to the
Prophet Muhammad's hadith on renewal and mujaddidin (bringers of renewal to religion) as
understood by Al-Alwani, and in relation to a number of terms that overlap with the
concept of renewal, especially the concept of revisionism (al-murdja ‘ah). The second
section addresses Al-Alwani’s vision of renewal in the field of education, and religious
education in particular. The third section uncovers the relationship of Al-Alwani’s critical
mindset to his renewal efforts. The final section underlines Al-Alwani’s interest in the issue
of method and methodology as one of the most crucial issues to Islamic intellectual
renewal. The article concludes that Al-Alwani’s research does not delve into the subject of
usil al-figh (the science of Islamic Legal Theory) and the necessity of its renewal and
tended instead to leave it as is (i.e., to serve what it was developed to serve). Rather, Al-
Alwani calls on deducing further methods to address issues in the social sciences, as such
issues come with a particular context or reality (wagi ‘) and thus require more specialized
methodologies to treat them. It is precisely for this reason that Al-Alwani placed great
emphasis on developing methodologies as used in usil al-figh for the humanities and social
sciences.

Keywords: Taha Jabir Al-Alwani, intellectual renewal, tajdid, mujaddidin discourse,
revisionism, murdja ‘ah, religious education, critical mindset, methodological determinants.
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The Hermeneutical Framework of Taha Jabir Al-Alwani's Jurisprudence of
Revisionism

Rachid Yakoubi”
Abstract

This article highlights the methodological determinants of the jurisprudence of
revisionism (figh al-muraj ‘at) within the scientific and reformist project of Taha Jabir Al-
Alwani (d. 2016) and his approach to epistemological criticism of Islamic heritage in all its
aspects. To this end, the article examines Al-Alwani’s writings that underline
methodological approaches, principles, and tools for his jurisprudence of revisionism.
Regarding Al-Alwani’s methodological approaches and principles, the article considers his
thought on Muslim intellectual and methodological crisis, the invocation of the Qur’anic
paradigm, and his emphasis on the particularization of heritage. As for Al-Alwani’s
methodological tools for the jurisprudence of revisionism, the article explores his thought
on Qur'anic epistemological methodology, epistemological scientific criticism,
contextualization, and organized consultation. The article holds that these determinants
allow for the jurisprudence of revisionism to be a rigorous and continuous ijtihdd that
proceeds according to a solid plan — a plan that legitimizes the intellectual endeavor and
ensures both fairness and objectivity in criticism and scrutiny. In this process, the study
identifies the main features of Al-Alwani’s critical project, namely wholeness, originality,
openness, and clarity, while highlighting the conditions that must be met in order to
overcome the obstacles that usually stand in the way of critical work.

Keywords:  Jurisprudence of revisionism, methodological determinants,
epistemological criticism, heritage, Qur’anic epistemology.
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Qur'anic Hermeneutics in the Thought of Taha Jabir Al-Alwani
Hani Samir Amin Jazira"
Abstract

This article examines Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s attempt to crystallize a holistic
hermeneutical approach to the Qur'an. The article’s central argument is that Al-Alwani calls
on exegetes of the Qur’an to underpin their hermeneutics with thinking about the Qur’an’s
higher objectives (magasid). Al-Alwani’s hermeneutics, thus, requires attention to
capturing the overall goals and purposes of Qur’anic verses (including the wisdom in how
they are expressed) in relation to the composition of human beings and their existence in
the universe. For Al-Alwani, a magdasidic or objective-oriented hermeneutical approach to
the Qur’an allows for the Ummah’s renewal (fajdid) — when needed and where beneficial.
This is achieved namely through two processes: an integrated reading of revelation and the
universe wherein the exegete seeks to understand the relation between them; and
understanding the Qur’an in light of the doctrine of abrogation (naskh) or supersession (i.c.,
of one ruling by another), clear (muhkam) and ambiguous or multivalent (mutashabih)
verses (i.e., susceptible to different interpretations), and the Qur’an’s structural unity (al-
wahdah al-bina’iyyah).

Keywords: Qur’an, hermeneutics, revelation, universe, magasid, higher objectives,
purposes, naskh, abrogation, clear verses, ayat, muhkam, ambiguous, multivalent,
mutashabih, structural unity, al-wahdah al-bina iyyah
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Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s Theory of Magqdasid and Methodology to Studying
the Qur’an

Ismail Al-Hassani”
Abstract

Magasid theory is constituted of two types: a tri-level teleological type and a
discursive type represented in the intended connotations of the discourse of the Qur’an and
Sunnah. This article’s central argument is that theory in general, and magdasid theory in
particular, must be under permanent scrutiny and critique; because the belief in the
perfection of magasid theory according to its methodological structure and scientific
content — and consequently, the suspension of scientific verification — will turn it into a
doctrine or belief, which contradicts the nature of science (i.e., that science needs to be
open to correction, revision, assessment, and evaluation). To support this argument, this
article considers the methodology of contemplation in Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s conception
of the necessity of interpreting each Qur’anic verse in light of the Qur’an itself, with
methodological formulation and applied contemplation principles and tools; which thus
represents an interpretative praxis and calls for further and sophisticated research when
dealing with the contributions of Qur’anic commentators in the past and present.

Keywords: magqasid theory, contemplation, verification, correction, revision,
assessment, evaluation, interpretative praxis.
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Abstract

This paper is a rereading of Taha al-Alwani’s intellectual project as part of the
contributions of the Islamic Knowledge School as well as the renewal of religious discourse
in the Arab and Muslim sphere. It is therefore an attempt to explore al Alwani’s positions
and critical views regarding precedent projects and trends, whether revivalist, reformist or
modernist dimensions, thus uncovering the nature of alternatives he proposed to reconsider
and transcend the problematics that these trends faced in terms of vision and method. It
argues that the Quranic cognitive theory, in its epistemological and ontological dimensions,
is one of the most significant alternatives and cognitive paradigms that enabled him to
avoid reproducing precedent renewal projects., thus going beyond them and embracing a
different epistemic horizon, through an emphasis on the centrality of the Quranic text. In
other words, his point of departure was from the text to discourse and not vice versa,
according to three epistemic principles: the combination of reading the revelation and
reading the universe; the structural unity of the Quran; and the language of the Quran.
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The Usili Construction of the Sunnah from Problematization to Integration: An
Analytical Study of the Thought of Taha Jabir Al-Alwani

Ammar Ahmad Al-Hariri"
Abstract

In 2014, Taha Jabir Al-Alwani published his book Ishkaliyyah al-Ta ‘amul Ma ‘a al-
Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah (“Issues in Understanding the Prophetic Sunnah”). The title and
content of the book incited the ire of several scholars, who questioned, objected to, or
criticized the provocative nature of the unprecedented thought put forth by a specialized
scholar and advocate of Islamic revivalism. This was particularly significant given that
longstanding Islamic sciences, such as usil al-figh, already provided established methods
for understanding the Prophetic Sunnah. The following article takes this controversy as its
departing point and aims to present a modern revivalist perspective to understanding Al-
Alwani's theory of approaching the Sunnah. To achieve this end, the article explores the
change that occurred among Islamic revivalists in dealing with the Prophetic Sunnah as a
source of authority, legislation, and abrogation. The article attempts to reconstruct the
Sunnah's relationship with the Qur'an in a complementary, consensual, and non-
confrontational manner, with the aim of harmonizing them in an integrated and systematic
structure while adhering to the principle of the primacy of the Qur’an over hadith narratives
and the opinions and approaches of scholars, especially where the latter two directly
contradict the overall ethos of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Sunnah, Hadith, Qur’an, primacy of the Qur’an, abrogation, modern,
revivalist.
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Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s Figh of Civilization
Hanan Faizullah al-Husseini”
Abstract

This article addresses the features of Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s “figh of civilization”
(civilizational jurisprudence) by shedding light on the following: his civilizational
philosophy (which stems from the Qur’an’s higher objectives (magqasid)); the nature of his
civilizational project and its associated foundational concepts; the tools of this project and
its mechanism of operation (ijtihad) and the theoretical framework for building an apostolic
mujtahid; and the requirements and elements of this figh, which Al-Alwani refers to as “the
greater figh”. The article argues that this figh of civilization is a product of a “philosophy of
reception”, which is a philosophy based on identifying the Qur’an’s universals and
principles and then deducing legal rulings from these. This philosophy gave rise to the
mindset of trusteeship beyond the reduction of the Qur’an and the divine message to mere
rulings, jurisprudence, and legislation. The paper concludes that the project of figh of
civilization is based on a basic assumption: that the current stage in dealing with Western
civilization requires three conditions: figh of scripture, figh al-wagi‘ (understanding the
local context), and figh of time. The integration of all of them is expected to lead to the figh
of civilization.

Keywords: figh of civilization, civilizational jurisprudence, Qur’anic magasid, the
greater figh, figh al-tajdid, jurisprudence of renewal, ijtihad, figh of scripture, figh al-wagqi,
context, figh of time.
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Manifestations of Figh al-Sunnan al-Ilahiyyah (Figh of Divine Laws) in Taha Jabir Al-
Alwani’s Intellectual Project

Rachid Kuhous™
Abstract

This article explores the manifestations of Figh al-Sunnan al-llahiyyah (Figh of
Divine Laws) in Taha Jabir al-Alwani’s intellectual project. It raises two major questions:
(1) To what extent does Al-Alwani invoke the Qur’anic Divine Laws in his works? and (2)
How can such an approach contribute to an intellectual and civilizational renaissance in
view of social and civilizational reality (al-wagi)? To address these questions, the article
captures the theoretical basis of the Figh of Qur’anic Divine Laws in Al-Alwani’s
intellectual project, and then examples and applications of this Figh. In doing so, the article
demonstrates that Al-Alwani’s intellectual project is not only theoretical but also practical,
wherein we observe patterns of Divine Laws (in relation to social change, intellectual
reform, and disagreement) and the mechanism of their praxis.

Keywords: Figh al-Sunnan al-Ilahiyyah, Divine Laws, intellectual project,
civilization, reality, al-wagqi, theory, social change, intellectual reform, and disagreement,
praxis.
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Structural Unity (al-Wahdah al-Bina’iyyah) in Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s Universal
Islamic Civilizational Alternative System: Characterization and Review of the
Project's Approaches

Idris al-Tarkawi”
Abstract

Structural unity (al-wahdah al-bina’iyyah) is a key pillar in Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s
project and his terminological and critical lexicon of sciences, especially those that are
directly related to the Qur’an and Sunnah. This article aims to uncover this theory within
Al-Alwani’s project and to deconstruct some of its components in order to identify the
intricate paradigm that he adopted as a philosophical and cognitive system for his
conceptualization of collective salvation and the universal Islamic civilizational alternative.
The article attempts to capture Al-Alwani’s efforts within this system with the aim of
understanding what is acceptable and non-acceptable in his jjtihad (independent reasoning).
Lastly, the article proposes a critique of Al-Alwani’s project and introduces new alternative
concepts to the notion of “structural unity” of the Qur’an, including the “spiritual network”
and the “social network” of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Qur’an, structural unity, al-wahdah al-bina’iyyah, universal, spiritual
network, social network.
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1. RENEWAL OF ISLAMIC THOUGHT: Conference in honor of Shaykh
Dr. Taha Jabir Al-Alwani, organized by: International Institute of Islamic Thought
(IIIT), Held at the IIIT headquarters in Herndon, at Oct. 23-24, 2017, Twelve
reviewed scientific papers were presented.
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