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"Towards a Methodology of Dealing with Critiqued Hadiths in the Two Sahihs"

Abstract

This study is an example of the differences existing among scholars in the
methodology of dealing with the sunnah of prophet Muhammad peace be upon him, and
in Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim in particular. There are two schools in this regard,
the first adopts the idea of accepting hadiths of the two sahihs, understanding them as
they are, and not dismissing them. The second school allows a comprehensive revision
of the sunnah, and rejects what seems in conflict with reason, even if the hadith appears
in one of the two sahihs. The author presents a third school which says: if the hadith
has all the conditions of being sahih and is in line with reason, but it presents a problem
in its understanding, there will be no problem to question the hadith without rejecting it
all together.

Keywords: prophetic hadith, critiquing hadith, sahihan.
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Pioneering Role of Early Hadith Scholars' in Utilizing Scientific Research:
Qualifying the Narrators As a Model

Abstract

This study demonstrates that early Muslim Scholars in the ‘Documentation Period’
had the lead in formulating methodological rules, and that the process of judging the
Hadith narrators was based on these rules rather than mere whims and opinions. The
difference in contemporary scholars' research methodology from that of early Hadith
scholars does not rule out that earlier scholars have had the lead in this field. It is a
rather similar process in all sciences in which features start out broad and general, then
are detailed, clarified, and codified with the development of time and concerted efforts.

The study highlights the features of scientific method in research efforts to discern
the conditions of narrators, in theory and in practice, using well-known models of
scientific methods such as analysis, induction and comparison.

Keywords: scientific methodology, research, Hadith scholars, Hadith Narrators,
analysis, induction, comparison.
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