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Abstract  

This paper started from the hypothesis that some discourses that dealt with the text 

of Revelationو although claim modernity, novelty and scientific rationality, are just 

Gnostic readings, characterized by what the Italian writer Umbreto Eco calls "Hermetic 

approach to texts." The paper adopted this concept in studying the discourse of Nasr 

Hamid Abu Zaid, and found out that Abu Zaid's approach was not an interpretation of 

the Revelation discourse rather than misusing it. The paper also discovered similarity 

between Abu Zaid's reading and some old interpretations like esoteric and mystical 

discourse, demonstrated its false claims of novelty and rationally, and revealed his 

ideological face that seeks to replace the text of Revelation by a parallel text of secular 

nature. 

Keywords: gnostic reading, hermetic reading, esoteric discourse, hermeneutic 

discourse.   
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Belles Lettres,2006. 
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Gelbert Durant,Science de l’homme et tradition,paris,berg,1979. 
17 Umberto Eco, Interprétation et surinterprétation, p35-36. 
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19 Eco Umberto , Les Limites de l' interprétation, p130. 
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38 Umberto Eco, Interprétation et surinterprétation, p33. 
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