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Knowledge Integration and the Question of Epistemology: A Critical Review of
Specialization in Light of the Possibilities of Integrative Consciousness
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Abstract

This study highlights the qualitative contributions that epistemological integration can
offer to the scientific enterprise, particularly in addressing some of its epistemological
impasses and methodological crises. These challenges are partly rooted in the dominance of
a hyper-specialized orientation aligned with a positivist paradigm, itself grounded in a
secular worldview. This worldview conceives: a) the universe as a self-sufficient, extended
natural existence governed by internally consistent explanatory laws; and b) the human
being as a purely material category and natural entity, differing from other animals in
degree rather than kind. Through a critical engagement with specialization, the study
reveals that specialization is not merely a procedural adaptation to scientific advancement
but a practical embodiment of the principles of objectification and fragmentation, as shaped
by the abstract rationality of modernity.

In contrast, the study explores the potential for epistemological integration to reorient
the scientific system toward a more explanatory and synthetic paradigm—one that
transcends the rigid constraints of disciplinary orthodoxy. It advocates for a scientific
practice attuned to creativity at the intersections and interrelations of knowledge domains.
Such a shift would represent a significant move toward the humanization of knowledge,
equipping it to engage with unfamiliar puzzles and profound questions that the positivist
paradigm has traditionally neglected.
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