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The Concept of Islah in the Qur’an 

Abstract 
This paper has two goals: analyzing the concept of islah in the Qur’an, and 

employing it (together with the cluster of concepts associated with it) as a theoretical 

framework and an explanatory paradigm that may explain the sociopolitical phenomena, 

and predict their future implications and outcomes. 

After carefully examining the Qur’anic descriptive definitions where the term islah 

and its derivatives are used, the paper proceeds to examine the associations and images 

that accompany these descriptions, and to trace them to their possible bio-psychical 

settings, and cosmological and social dimensions. The paper then concludes with 

showing the possible outcomes and implications of islah.   
Keywords: Islah Concepts, cluster of concepts, explanatory paradigm, dimensions 

of Islah   
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22 Karen, Robert. Becoming Attached: First Relationships and how they 

shape our capacity to love, New York & Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1998), p.16-18. 
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