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The Political Dimension Across Islamic and Christian Scriptures:
A Comparative Textual Study

Naif Nahar al-Shammari*
Abstract

This article investigates the nature of political presence in the Islamic and Christian
traditions, drawing on their respective foundational texts (or scriptures). The study initially
examines the Christian stance on politics, demonstrating that the texts of the Gospels and
the Epistles of Paul explicitly negate the interrelation between the political and the
religious, consistent with the clear mandate to separate the kingdoms of Heaven and Earth.
The analysis asserts that these texts, which advocate for the separation of the sacred and the
secular, were not contingent upon the specific political context in which Christianity
emerged but represent an intrinsic, deliberate theological position.

The article then transitions to establishing the Islamic position, which stands in
contrast to the Christian viewpoint. Islamic scripture encompasses a broad political
presence, addressing both international relations—including matters of war and peace—and
internal politics, with principles pertaining to governance. In this context, the article
introduces specific Quranic textual models that address political subjects.

The study concludes by addressing attempts to deny the inherent politico-religious
relationship in Islam itself. These attempts draw on certain Islamic texts, such as the saying

“You are more knowledgeable in the affairs of your world” (ng’: B j.ii. ;.LJ (ifﬁ), and by

analogizing Islam to Christianity (i.e., attempting to impose the Christian model of
separation). The study utilizes analytical and comparative methodologies in its examination
of the focal texts.
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