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Mankind in Abdelwahab el-messiri’s surpassing frame of reference 
Abstract 

Mankind occupies a central position in Abdelwaheb Elmassiri thought. This study 

has dealt with the concept of intellectual frame of reference in its two types: surpassing 

and latent. It then studied El-Messiri’s view of Man within the loose dualities, 

especially the duality of The Creator and the created. He views man as a composite that 

can’t be reduced to one dimension ignoring the innate spiritual side which qualified him 

for the status of vicegerency. The study ended with introducing the milestones of El-

Messiri’s alternative project, delineating the projects basis, characteristics and the 

necessary conditions to allow this project to materialize.  

Keywords: Abdelwahab El-Mesiiri, surpassing frame of reference, latent frame of 

reference, loose dualities, tawhidi worldview, Arabic Islamic modernity project. 
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�GI�� ����  �/ d���� �0z!��� 	
�� [�,  �4 <f0�´!�~�  ��%T�Y {%¦3� +T%�. �%/,
 �,�%%2� =(�%%¥ F%%G� £�%%��� @�%%&� ; <�T%%�� )*%%É 	
%%��"�0���%%a9 �%%0z!�"<  	*%%�

 [���� K��-� �XL C� K0� ��&!4N �Ò @�&�"��&!4X� =���, �0��3� ��7(."  

  %%� <�%%0z!� K%%1� � d(�%%�½ Q%%�� ^ ��(�%%VE @*%%�  �%%-� � 	
%%�� $�&%%'9 �Y 
%%�
. <[�X%%'� c�%%3� [S�%%E �,�%%2� d�%%��0IY K0T%%��  ��%%� �e�%%� £�%%�  T%%20� ¡%%�e �²�%%3

 �%%%S�E >,�%%%?!� 	
%%%�� K%%%�²�/ �,�%%%2� �%%%�, <j�%%%��� [S�%%%E �,�%%%2� ��%%%LY d�%%%��0IY,
 C%%� �%%S�E )*%%� �e�%%�� [z:%%�� �%%-T&� >,�%%�, <�%%&4 C%%� �%%T01� C%%� �G%%��-� �%%0����

�  %%34 	*%%� ���%%LY �%%&4 ��%%3� C��%%��� C%%� d
%%Bi�%%����� {É(�%%2� �X!%%L F%%G�i 
 £�%%� �%%� �0�X%%'� �%%0��3� �%%S�E �,�%%2T� �c�%%�� $�%%&�� \%%�I $�%%1!� (�3%%a ��%%3���
 F%%%%G� �%%%%TA�1� <=>,�%%%%?!� �%%%%��0I�!� �%%%%034�� CT%%%%� K%%%%!0�0�b� j�%%%%���  %%%%���� =��3!%%%%'N

                                                 
~~ » <Q���� �4����.  
~�  <����� ��� <	
���!"��
�%M�  �%�a �%�9�Z �%�a ���%< b��O��� "�c���� "�c	�� �� �3�(&�� ���%�� < : (�

` <O,�2�} <����» <���i�~�.  
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!� �%%%%%I�� ¿ �%%%%%T�!Ú �%%%%%���V�� @�%%%%%0A�-B� ¤�%%%%%��, <��%%%%%��� [G3!%%%%%�� N e9 �>W,�%%%%%?
� � �%%%%%T� ��%%%%%��, K%%%%%.e �%%%%%034�� �%%%%%%- �%%%%%&0� �,*%%%%%�, �%%%%%30�:� � �&%%%%%�-� N, <�%%%%%0����0� ��

�%%0��3� 89 �0%%V�� �%%���� �%%��I�� K%%0� {�z!%%., . ,̀�%%2� C%%� �%%GÈ 	
%%�� �%%V� <*%%�
%%%%E  %%%%�/ < ��%%%%�� �,�%%%%2TG� @���%%%%1� �&�%%%%¥�� �%%%%&101_ \%%%%Ó Z%%%%� �0%%%%'�'� C%%%%� D��

�,�2� *� �0'�'� @�1G:-�.  

1. Q3�	�� X��]��� ��<�<W� d��]��:  

 K%�Y N9 � ��%�� K�,�%2� � d�U0%'�'Y d�%1G:-� @*� U�� �/ 	
�� �Y C� {��� FG�
 d�-T0&� d�U�(�VI d�4e�� �3� 	*� c��� �Lµ ���3� FG� K!�7( Í�� . <¡%�e C%� d�/X:�,

 	
�� �V��0.µ `�1-� �  ���� �,�2� ���:!� ��>X� ,̀�2�:~¼  

 *c��� �S�E �e�� � �0��Ó� [I�-� Ï(�9 :� (k%� N �%0���� �%S�E �%�>Y Ï(�¢
  %%���� ��%%�1�, ���%%1� ���%%� e9 �d�%%3��/ d�%%V�( �&%%V�( �%%034�� ��%%�� e�%%Ã � ���b%%2�

<�!��%%%¥ � C%%%%� K%%%�Y 	
%%%�� ��%%%%� ¡�*%%%� �%%%%0���� �%%%S�E @�%%%0��Ó9 F%%%%G� ��%%%/�� 	(,�%%%V
 B� C� <�034�� �-!�7( Q�, �&-� =���!'N,:  

i  @�%%�'�TG� =�0%%a�� =(�� 	
%%�� K0T%%�� �%%� ,Y =(�� C%%� � ã�%%zG� (�%%:!�
 �%%%�,, KG��%%%2� ��30!%%%' F%%%G� =(�%%%1�, <�%%%T!?TG� �%%%��3� �zG%%%�� Q%%%1" �%%%³ <�%%%T!Ñ,

T!��  �2� �� ��GI@�:G�� ��  ���, <�0��1M�� @ �4� �XL C� �.  

i ���!%%%%�� F%%%%G� �%%%%T!Ñ, �%%%%�,�� =��%%%%0/ � �%%%%�XR �%%%%��� F%%%%G� =(�%%%%1� : ��!%%%%��
 �%%�, <�%%0��1B�, ����%%�!/N, �0%%'�0�� \%%P-� ��!%%��, <¾0A�%%� f%%GÄ C%%±� 	Y ��%%'�A��

{��.  

i  ����� O�1I $bI, <������ ���E �0�´.�0'�0��.  

                                                 
~¼ �,�L�, ����� ��� <	
�� .@C<�� Q	-�� Q2�� < :` <���� (�} <����» <$�Å¼i���.  
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i  �%%%%0T-., <�%%%�,�� @�%%%��1� C%%%� d�%%%�0A( d�%%%%��1� �&�%%%¥�� C��%%%G�  N�%%%� =�%%%�� |0%%%'�.
 �%3/( � �%Vz!�, ¶�%V-�  �2� Ï�z!G� ����A�23�, ���'� @ N�� >,�� FG� =(�1�

���3� =�0E.  

 i  K0T%%%�� �%%%� ,Y <��%%%��� @�%%%�G:!� \0?!%%%�. Z%%%� �%%%0��T!4N @���%%%R ���%%%:.
�9 	
��)���� ��,�  �2.  

i  1!�� ���0I �0�´., =Y�� (,�  03�..  

i  �-�� �1-� ¾'Y *�, <�����:., �0���� @(�1G� ��Ñ ¤��.  

i  �%%%%%%%T!Ñ (�%%%%%%:. ���%%%%%%�� \0?!%%%%%%�� �T!%%%%%%�� �%%%%%%%© F%%%%%%G� D%%%%%%z�� ���%%%%%%-� ���%%%%%%:.
K.�4�0!I,.  

i %� @�%�'��  �%2�9 Q%��� C%� <�%§ �T!� �X!%L F%G� =U�%� �,� ��_ {%V. �k
��b2� ¾'Y FG� @���2� fG!�.  

 �%%%&-� =���!%%'N C%%�M  %%� <�%%&-� [%%���!� C%%�M N Z%%� @�%%0��Ó� C%%� ¡%%�e 
%%�,
 �3È �0����6� d�U0S�. d�����, d�U0����9 d����9 �&�¥��.  

  *�%%%0���k�� �%%%SY Ï(�9 :Z%%%� �%%%&!0���k�9 Þ\%%%J±Ó N �%%%0���� �%%%S�E @�%%%0��Ó9 Ï(�9 �9 
 <�%%�
�, �%%0��T!4N, ����%%�!/N, ��(�%%VE, �%%0��1B� �%%-!0-�Y {0%%:z!� ��%%-�GÃ � +T&%%'Y
 �  L�%%%%. C%%%%� �µ K%%%%� $�%%%%1. �%%%%� 89 ���%%%%�9 <�%%%%0�,� @,�%%%%BG� \%%%%¹ C%%%%� K%%%%� +%%%%��/ �%%%%�,
 �,� <�%�G!�  A�%', �X%L C%� <�0��3� �&!-T0� {�� �0��3� ��G�G� �0GL�� @�'�0��

 (�9 �-� f1� �YØ*� $�¹N, ��3V!'N ��!� FG� �0���� �S�E �0���k�� �-�.  

 *@*%%� �%%0?¨ �%%�( : C%%� Q%%G:-� N �%%T01� C%%� �G%%��-� �%%0���� �%%S�E �%%�( �9
 F%%%G� �0��%%%2� Õ�%%%' 89 �%%%�1� N K%%%�Y �%%%T� <K%%%0�9 	��%%%� �Y \%%%Ó N, <@*%%%� C%%%� �%%%���

z!%' �%0�´. �%� ��9, <�0�X'� ��� fGÃ K�%¥�� c�%�� 	(�%VE, ��%3� �,�%2� ���
K%.�0��Ó9 C%� =���!%'N ��3�!%' $�� �� <
0�!� ��,�½ � d�1G:-� . �,�%2� $�%0/ ��%� e¢%�

 C%%%� K%%%�¢� <c�%%%�� 	(�%%%VE �e�%%%T-�, ��%%%3� �e�%%%T-� >,�%%%?!� d��,�%%%2�  ��%%%�� 	(�%%%VE



	
�� ����� ��� �-� =>,�?!� �034�� � �����           (��G0� j�« 

 

*I> 

� �,�2� $�0/ C�M N �0��3�, �0?&-� �0I�-� {A�%1� �0�X%'� �%0��3� ������ Q:-³  ��
 �%%%101E ÏX!��%%%� ��%%%1!�N, @*%%%� C%%%� �%%%��� �%%%²�, 	*%%%� �{§>�%%%®9, fG%%%�� �(9 F%%%G�
  %%%%13� $�%%%%�Y ��%%%%��, ��%%%%&!4N ��%%%%� �%%%%' d�4�0%%%%'  �%%%%a �%%%%� �%%%%�, <�%%%%�
� �,� �%%%%1G:�

[�X'�.  

 *[GL�� f3V� Ï(�9 :�%�� �,�%2� $�0/ C�M N e9 �%�� f%GP!� �%¥( �,�  �
 ��%�� 89 [GL�%� �%-A�-� � f3%V�, f%GP!� ,�%� �Y 
%� <�%&0� f3%V� `�1� ���_,
 ��3%%�9, ��(�T3!%%' � ��%%�� $�%%J?� <�0�,�%%�� C%%� �%%�  �%%��9, <@*%%G� 	�%%�k. (*%%� �%%�
 �%%�, <�%%-0� ¡%%�e �%%0����9 Q%%1_ N�%%� $�%%10� C%%�� ^ ¡%%�e �Y 
%%� <K%%� {²G%%�J� �%%�Y �%%��/ �%%�

(�T3!%%%'X� �%%%0G��1� Ö%%%� C%%%� ¡%%%��� )�%%%ÒY.~�  �%%%�>� À0P%%%2., [GL�%%%� f3%%%V� Ï(�¢%%%�
 	
%%�� �%%® �%%-�, < ��%%�� �,�%%2� $�%%01� ¾0%%A( �̀%%ai �%%0G��1� $�%%&�� g�%%�!/ 89 ���%%�9

Ö%%� C%%� ¡%%��� C%%� (�T3!%%'X�i  �%%���<
%%0�!� � )(�3%%a~Å 8�%%3. K%%��/ �%%�, :{|���}�~��
��¡�¢�����£�¤�¥�¦z )���� :}}.(  

�. Q3�	�� X��]��� ��<�<W� '�-�F����:  

 ���� �,�2� ���:!� ��>N, �0'�'Y 	
�� ��U�±� Z� 
��3� >��Y Ø´� �� � :  

}. �T!%%%%�� ��%%%%&!4,  %%%%���� ¾0%%%%� �%%%%1�:��  ��%%%%3!��� �%%%%0T!� j�%%%%��� �%%%%/�� �Y �%%%%³
!4N, �%%%%��?!� �%%%%��I �¢%%%%� <��%%%%��, ��%%%%��� ��!%%%%�� F%%%%G� ��%%%%-!�, =�T!%%%%�� �%%%%��I ��%%%%&
 ���%-� f%/�!. N, <�1��%%�� �0��%��� ��%&] F%G� Í%�. ��G%¥�!�) �0�X%%'9 +%���Y  �%'

�%%0��� $Y .( �Y C%%�M N, <	��%%�  �%%2� �%%¥�. �Y C%%�M N K%%A�S, j�%%��� �%%/�� �%%0�0�b�
 �-03� �0����9 ���� £�?-� g�1.)Ö�*%� ����� � �0�X'� ���?!� ¡�e � �³(�  <*%�

                                                 
~�  $�&�� �¦�"(�T3!'X� �0G��1� "�:  

i ¡%��� <Ö%� C� .�� A��%��� �%:��� C%<�%È�. < :��(�%' <���%a (��%�� �%�� : <�%��� (�}Å��» <$��i
�Å.  

~Å  <�,�L�, 	
��@C<�� Q	-�� » <Q��' �4�� <��}.  
�� ����� ��� <	
�� .e�4��� ����(fG : B��:��C� ��
�� �����  �3g"�%0-04�� : <[�X%'� �%��G� [��%3� �%&3�
`� <}ÅÅ�» <���1� <$}}} .� �¦�»�V/:  

i  <�,�L�, 	
��@C<�� Q	-�� » <Q��' �4�� <���.  
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 j�%%��� ���!%%�� F%%G� �%%���&!4 ��
%%��. �e�%%� 89 ��%%!" j�%%��� �%%/�� *%%� 
%%��!�
[%%30�:�, / N, OX%%�� [��%%. N �%%&-��, <=>,�%%?!� �%%��0I�!� �%%�7�� C%%� Q%%G:-. �	��%%�

�/�� *É ���I�.  

� .�%%/�� �  %%���� {�z!%%G� ��%%º �%%4�� N:�} �� Q%%GL 8�%%3. ¿ �9 <K%%�²��, ��%%�
 K%%%G!" 	*%%%� �%%%0T!� �%%%��� *%%%� ²�Y 
%%%� <�XP!%%%'N Q%%%01z!� ��%%%�� �%%%��� � K3%%%�,,
 ��%%%%��� ²�� �K%%%0G� K.��0%%%%' ¶%%%��, <��%%%�� �  %%%%���� {�z!%%%� C%%%%� K%%%- H� JM N ��%%%���
 <)�%%I, ¿ Q%%G:� {%%G3�, <Ö%%�� ��%%��� {%%G� ²�Y ¡%%�e �K%%� �P%%�� ��%%�� F%%G� C�´!%%��

!� �%%%� �Y, K%%%0�9  %%%¥� ¿ C%%%� �%%%� �%%%�9 {%%%G� C%%%� ��%%%���{»�¼�½�¾�¿�À���Á���

Âz )=�%%1�� :�~~(�%%%/, <  �(�%%%� 89 ��%%%�� � {�z!��%%%� c�%%%�� ��%%%��� {%%%GI �²�Y
 ��>, <��%%��� @��%%�Y, Ì(� +%%��L �%%'�a �%%0���k�9, <�%%0A�0T0�� �(�%%?!�  �%%4 �%%0Ê0�

��%:., ¤G%�!� F%G� ¾��%-!��� �0���k�� (�3' C%� =��%3!� ��%�Y,  ��%2� (���%� �zG%'Y �
 Q%%%:-� K%%%T�" O�%%%' 89 ^�%%%3�  %%%��_ C%%%� dX%%%V� <�%%%�
�, �%%%0A�0T0��, �%%%�,�-� �zG%%%'�

\%%%G:�, Ì�%%%3� . �%%%� K%%%G��3. � �%%%��0I�!� �%%%034�� C%%%� Q%%%G:-�  ��%%%�� �e�%%%T-� �¢%%%� *%%%�
 (�T�9, �>�!� Q1_ Z� �0��2� ç���, ¶��V� Q�, <����Ì(�.  

� .@�%%0A�-BG� �0�%%�. N, ��%%!L N:��  �%%0A�¹, �%%0G� �%%�7( C%%�  ��%%�� �e�%%T-� Q%%G:-�
 @�%%%%0A�-B� ��%%%�Y �%%%0T!. e9 ��%%%���V�� @�%%%0A�-B� F%%%G� �%%%TA�/ =�%%%0E, ��%%%��, ��%%%��6�
 ��%�. Z%� �%/X3��� <�%� �%G��1� ��%�� �%�, �%&-0� =��4�� ����� C� ���� �0�X1!'��

� )*%%%� � [%%%G��, <»�%%%R � $�%%%3� �%%%&0�  L�%%%!� <�%%%0G���. �%%%0G���. �%%%/X� [%%%� @�%%%0A�-B
 �zG%�� @�%0A�-B� )*%� �0�%�. C%�M N e9 �����%� � ��%�, <Ö�-� � QG:�, <[A�]
 �0�X1!%%' C%%� {����%%�, <K%%-� �%I, �%%3J� � ±̂ �%%3� ��%%!L C%�M N �%%T� <�%%&���Y C%%� ��%�

                                                 
�}  <	
��e�4��� ����(fG» <Q���� �4�� <}}� . d�V�Y �¦�:  

i  <�,�L�, 	
��@C<�� Q	-�� » <Q��' �4�� <���.  
��  <�,�L�, 	
��@C<�� Q	-�� » <Q��' �4�� <��~ . d�V�Y �¦� :  

i  <	
��e�4��� ����(fG< » <Q��' �4��}}�.  
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)*%%� ��%%�Y, ���%%¦�  <�%%&-� �(�%%L Q%%G:³ �%%���½ �%%¹Y N9 <�%%3� C%%� �&%%V3� @�%%0A�-B�
�0��!LN �e�T-� C� ��3!�N  ���� �,�2� FG� \Ó ¡�e FG�, <8�3. ¿ ��.  

� .�G��%%a �%%��¦� 89 ��%%¥�� �%%�,�½:�� 	
%%�� ¤%%T:�  ��%%¥��  ��%%�� K�,�%%2� �
LY @�%��¦-� D��%_ FG� =(��/ �G��a �k� ���¦� 89 �0%'�0', �%0��T!4, �%0��È, �%0/X

 �%%%0��. �%%%&-�M, <�%%%��0I�!� �%%%�7�� Q%%%�, �%%%�3� @���%%%z!� \0?!%%%�. ����%%%�!/, �%%%0/XLY,
 <�G��%a �%0��3� �%�7( C%� Q%G:-. �0G0G_ @N�1�" �%�9, \%�z� �TG%�TG� �%d��:L $�%1. N

�X%%%%'� ��%%%%:R ��%%%%� �%%%%TGB� �%%%%d��¨ <D��%%%%E ^�%%%%3�  ��%%%%2� dX%%%%I <g�%%%%-�  %%%%�� $�%%%%�Y [
��'���".��  

~ .[%%%T��. 
%%%� ��%%%2�!' 	�%%%0��. �e�%%%�:�~  ��%%%M� C%%%�  ��%%%�� �,�%%%2� Q%%%G:-�
 �%%T� ���%%¥( C%%�M N <=��%%3!�, �%%��-!� ��(�%%VI ���%%aY F%%G� 	�%%:-. ��b%%2� �0��%%��¢�

 �%%%%� �%%%%�, <�%%%%030�:� ���%%%%¦� �%%%%¥�."  %%%%3Ó�0��%%%%��9 �0��%%%%��� �%%%%��3�  �%%%%0��4, �%%%%����,
�� �¥�G� �0�3!��,�%030�:� $�%G3� �e�%� �XL C� jk� [��G �%0T��,".��  �¢%� <*%�

 [%%%%T�b� �e�T-��%%%� <	�%%%0��. 	��%%%%&!4 �e�%%%� 89 ��%%%!" �0��%%%%��� �%%%0�0�b� )*%%%� Ï(�9
 
%%%��!� ��%%%� 
%%%� �e�%%%� �%%%� <@�%%%��G3TG� 	��%%%� [��%%%��� [%%%1G!� F%%%G� �%%%T!3� 	*%%%�

%%&!4N �e�%%T-G� d�%%�XL <�0��%%��� =���%%¦� =(�%%1� ��%%M� C%%� Q%%G:-� 	*%%� 	�%%0��!� 	��
�30�:� C� �0�X1!', �0G��� C� K� �0T!� �� 89 d�¦� ����� FG�  13� /=��� .  

 � [�X%%%%'� �%%%%��� {�b%%%%� [%%%%�!�� N d�U0�X%%%%'9 d��,�%%%%2� K�%%%%¥��  ��%%%%�� �,�%%%%2�,
N,�%%½ � )�%%&4 (�%%&� N K%%�Y �%%T� <K%%0G� ��%%T], �1��%%�� )(�%%�� $X%%'� �%%� Q%%0��!� @

 �%%��� � @�%%�(�1�, @�%%�(�1� Q%%:-� K%%'U�� �%%� �%%�, <�%%T&-0� �%%�(�1� ,Y <�%%0���� �%%S�E,
 �§�0�G%' ��%2!�, <�%B��E �0���� �S�zG� 	(*4 �1� C� Y��� ��9, <D��E [�X'�

                                                 
��  <�,�L�, 	
��@C<�� Q	-�� » <Q��' �4�� <��¼ . d�V�Y �¦� :  

i  <	
��e�4��� ����(fG» <Q��' �4�� <}�¼. 
�� Q���� �4��.  
�~  <�,�L�, 	
��@C<�� Q	-�� » <Q��' �4�� <��� . d�V�Y �¦� :  

i  <	
��e�4��� ����(fG» <Q��' �4�� <}}� .  
�� � <	
��
�<������ <Q��' �4�� <}}» <}��.  
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