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Abstract 

Arab Modernist and the Holy Quran:  

A study of Methodology and style of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd 

 

This article aims at investigating the theoretical and philosophical foundations of 

Arab secular modernists, as represented by the Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, through 

investigating the methodology and style he used in his works. The article uses the 

inductive approach based on the critical reading, comparison and testing hypotheses. In 

his study of the Holy Quran, the article found out that Abu Zayd uses misleading 

methods, hides or denies the truth, and decontextualizes texts. The study concludes that 

Arab Modernists in general did not bring anything new. There studies have been a 

repetition of Orientalists’ methodology. These Orientalists in fact have described their 

students from Arab modernist as those “who bring back what they have already taken 

from us”. 

Keywords: Arab Modernists, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Orientalists, Hermeneutical 

reading, deconstructionism. 
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∗  ��V��' Ĥ�, 3��)̂@I' H�Z2& ���
�& £	�G
�& h �"
�5 �)
� �XR� *�8 ��A��aI�M� �� >?@
� �� h �2 K�G'

�aX�)��
 ��V�S �d �����7 N	�+ = .¿ �'�# N	�A� Ê6 ��2ZI�
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� ���� Ê6 M̂� 3-���7 ���� :���G# ���9G5

 c�����g'6 � ¬��f������
� >�����8 <����7 �����5 3h����%?b ��IÉ�����5 K������IM� >�����8 <����7 .�����SF . Ê6 �����Ä&
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� «i����U� Ê,& Ýi����S ��̂5	 Þn�  Þ������ H�����I
�& ���'��²� ���9G5 ���b�2 W���)�
. ��̂�¯bH 
If' ¼X� E�"' E6 \)i��U�(  f' ���b c��
��I7 ̂�G	��& �'�� <7 H7. �56 <m �X&  ̂E6 ��'4  EF��G
�

���
� HX����� Q�	���U� HX����� �
���§ D���"
� 3Q�S�
���7��
� i����U� <)��� <��� _
���5 �́��L� .
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 ¤�'¤�I
 ����G�
� H� O��X = KR��o� D��G  i���& <�� H�5�I2 �7�̂G7 = �'4 �56 H��4 �7 �9X

��� & E�1o�HL.  

�. �$�g� ,����:  

 c����
"��'���a
�5 *����@G
�& ¥���gU� 	����m�".�Ô  E����%
 !��[�7 = ���'��I
� ����� A	& ���X&
i��
�. 

  H��Z5 N���G�
� O����� H�b»��f�b 3c�8R�+� �7̂6" ��8�& H��6& 3:�8 À� ÊZ�5 K4��°� A��GI�M�
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� ��̂�  Ĥ�6 �	6& 3 . D��"
� EF��G
� ��b
6 Ãc�/��  D�"
� *���
� �)�&&  ̂E6  H7�̂X �7����
�O ,�& E�'���
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