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Islamic Economics beyond Positivism and Normativism
Abstract

This paper addresses the use of the normative and positive prepositions in the
Islamic economic discourse, based on responses of a sample of twelve researchers,
using the cognitive method: What is used for? It concluded that the use of the
dichotomy "positive vs. normative" in Islamic economics still assumes the existence of
a clear-cut boundary between what it is called ‘positive’ and ‘normative’. The paper
considers such a preposition as an illusion that exists only in the minds of those who
talk about it. In this regard, it is necessary to go beyond this dichotomy and restrict its
use to comparative studies, or when it comes to present Islamic economics to those who
are not convinced of it, or those who have suspicions of it.

Keywords: Methodology, Islamic economics, positivism, normativism.
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Sociology of Knowledge', Mariner Books, 1955:
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* Belabes, Abderarzak. Compétitivité nationale, archéologie d’une notion
et d’un débat, thése de doctorat, Paris, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en
Sciences Sociales, 2001.

’ Keynes, John Neville. The Scope and Method of Political Economy,
1890, Fourth Edition 1917, New York: Kelley Reprints of Economic
Classics, 1963, p. 34.
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* Simiand, Francois. La méthode positive en sciences économiques, Paris:
Alcan, 1912 p. 5.

> Keynes, John Neville. op. cit., p. 33.

® Fleurbaey, Marc. Applications de I’économie normative, Revue
d'économie politique, No.1, Volume 117, 2007, p.1.

’ Jacquemin, Alexis, Tulkens, Henry et Mercier, Paul. Fondements
d’économie politique, Bruxelles: De Boeck Université, 2002, p. 7;
Jurion, Bernard. Economie politique, Bruxelles: De Boeck Université,
2006, pp. 11-12.
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Friedman, Milton. Essays in Positive Economics, Chicago: The

University of Chicago Press, 1953, p. 4.

"2 Jacquemin, Alexis et al. Op. cit,, p. 8.
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Lowenthal, Paul. L'économie politique entre rationalité et
responsabilité, INR A — Groupe Ethos Ethique, Science et société, 2000.
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Paris: Economica, 1986, p. 210.

1% Putnam, Hilary. Fait/valeur: Un dogme, Paris: Alcan, 2004, pp. 15-36,
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and other essays’, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2004.
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! Lallement, Jérome, Frydman, Roger, Brochier, Hubert et Gazier
Bernard. L'économie normative, Paris: Economica, 1997 ; Lerroux
Alain et Livet Pierre. Economie normative et philosophie morale, Paris:
Economica, 2006 ; Fleurbaey, Marc et Mongin, Philippe. Economie
normative, Paris: Presses de Sciences Po, 2007.
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Press of Harvard University Press, 1966; Mishan, Edward. ntroduction
to Normative Economics, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981.

> Maréchal, Jean-Pierre. Ethique et économie. Une opposition artificielle,
Rennes: Presses Universitaires de Rennes, 2005.
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% Ventelou, Bruno. Au-deli de la rareté. La croissance économique
comme construction sociale, Paris: Albin Michel, 2001.
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% Berthout, Arnaud., Delmas, Bernard et Demals, Thierry (coord.), Y a-t-
1l des lois en économie?, Villeneuve-d'Ascq: Presses Universitaires du
Septentrion, 2007.
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