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Ijtihad in Jurisprudence Between Discontinuity and Continuity:
A Study of the Ruling of Following a Mujtahid After His Death

Abstract

The study addresses the ruling of following a mujtahid after his death. This issue is
an usuli one discussed by scholars of Usul. While it has important aspects and
consequences in contemporary juristic thought, it has rarely been discussed, or if
discussed, only briefly. It is hoped that this discussion will shed light on some of the
ideas that restrict Juristic Muslim mind, from carrying the task of renewal and Ijtihad on
contemporary issues confronting the Muslim ummabh.

The study presents opinions of different scholars of figh and Usul on this issue,
from different schools of thought, identifying arguments of each school, whether
derived from text or reason, discussing and evaluating their opposing arguments.

Keywords: Imitation of the dead mujtahid, renewal of Ijtihad, the live mujtahid,
contemporary Juristic mind.
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