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Coordination between the General and Particular Evidences:
Its Effect on Juristic Ijtihad and the Priority of Different Evidence

Abstract

This paper presents the definition and analysis of a great methodology of dealing
with the Shari’a evidences and extracting the rules in its light. It is the methodology of
coordination between general and particular legal evidence. The is divided into four
sections; the first one explains the concept of general and particular evidences and the
meaning of coordination between them; the second section discusses the establishment
of the methodology and explaining its basic components based on the word of Imam Al-
Shatibi, the pioneer of this field. The third section explains procedures of this
coordination in the line with this approach. Finally the fourth section and discusses the
impact of coordination issue on juristic ijtihad and weighting of different evidences,
based on contemporary practical applications.

Keywords: Juristic evidences, General rules of Shari’ah, Particular rulings of
Shari’ah, Imam al-Shatibi, Unity of Juristic logic, Coordination of general rules and
particular rulings.
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