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The Relationship Between Advocacy and Political Work in the Thought of
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman: A Study of the Influence of the Cognitive Framework

Mahmad bin Muhammad Rafi**
Abstract

This study seeks to describe and analyze the problematic relationship between
advocacy work and political work in the intellectual framework of AbdulHamid
AbuSulayman. It aims to uncover the theoretical and practical insights he offered regarding
this duality. The research begins by outlining the foundational principles and key concepts
that constitute the cognitive framework underlying AbuSulayman’s thought—particularly
his conceptualization of both political and advocacy work.

The study also explores the theoretical bases upon which AbuSulayman constructed
his approach to this duality, through both foundational and historical analysis, in order to
trace the transformations it has undergone and to understand its current manifestation in the
contemporary context. The paper concludes with an analytical review of the procedural
solutions proposed by AbuSulayman for resolving the tension between advocacy and
political engagement. Central to his proposal is the idea of a constitutional and functional
separation between the two domains, grounded in the principles of complementarity and
institutional independence. This approach aims to prevent the monopolization of political
power by religious, educational, or similar institutions.

Keywords: AbdulHamid AbuSulayman, advocacy work, political work, cognitive
framework.
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