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Acculturation and the Relationship between Self and Other in the Thought of
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman: Acculturation with the Westerner as a Model

Ezzedine Mamich”
Abstract

This article treats central themes in AbdulHamid AbuSulayman's intellectual project:
the dialogue of civilizations, Islam and the West, Western studies, and civilizational
acculturation with the other. It attempts to capture the most salient features of his
methodological and intellectual approach, including the general and particular strengths that
lie therein. The article identifies AbuSulayman’s core principles of acculturation with the
Western Other, these being: understanding the authentic self and self-awareness, addressing
the crisis of the Muslim mind, understanding the development of conscience and its
connection with self-awareness (the role of conscience in guiding the will), understanding
the methodology of acculturation, and having objective knowledge of the Western Other
without exaggeration or distortion. The article highlights the main findings of
AbuSulayman’s project and the impact these have had in shaping reform discourse and
offering a paradigm for Islamic civilizational renewal. The article shows how reform and
civilizational renewal are central to AbuSulayman’s thought and the basis from which he
addresses other topics including the notion of figh al-wagqi‘ (jurisprudence based on an
understanding of context and reality) and its relationship to developing a framework for
positive acculturation.

Keywords: the self and the other, reform, acculturation, the West, figh al-waqi’,
civilization.
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