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Ijtihad and Tajdid in the Thought of AbdulHamid AbuSulayman

Fathi Hassan Malkawi
Abstract

This article sheds light on the fajdid (renewal) efforts of AbdulHamid
AbuSulayman and what distinguishes him from others in his approach to tajdid. It
thus attempts to capture the methodological underpinnings of tajdid in
AbuSulayman’s life and thought, and it demonstrates how tajdid and other
pertinent concepts such as ijtihad are employed by him. The article contends that
AbuSulayman’s intellectual contribution in regard to fajdid comes in the context of
the “Islamization of Knowledge” movement: a movement that offers a
philosophical and methodological approach critical for renewal, revision, and
purification. The article also juxtaposes AbuSulayman’s approach to fajdid and the
Islamization of Knowledge to that of two other prominent Muslim thinkers who
devoted their efforts to these, Ismail al-Faruqi and Taha Jabir Al-Alwani. It
contends that distinguishing AbuSulayman’s work is his focus on what he held to
be the essence of the Ummah’s crisis: the crisis of the Muslim mind, will, and
conscience, and that of not prioritizing the family and childhood education.
Furthermore, the study shows how AbuSulayman’s project to change the Ummah’s
abysmal conditions relies on a notion of tajdid that is dynamic and multifaceted
and includes such concepts as islah (reform), i‘adat al-binda’ (reconstruction),
taghytr (change), ba ‘th (resurrection), iiya’ (revival), and ibda * (creativity); and it
argues, as such, that crucial to AbuSulayman’s legal thought is reviving the
practice of ijtihad.

Keywords: Islamic reform, al-islah al-Islami, critical reasoning, systematic
thinking, jurisprudence, ijtihad, i‘adat al-bina’, reconstruction, taghyir, change,
ba ‘th, resurrection, ihya’, revival, ibda , creativity.
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