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Abstract 

The Theory of Islamic Art in the Thought of Ismail al-Faruqi 

Idham Muhammad Hanash 

 

This paper presents Ismail al-Faruqi's theory of Islamic art, which is based on the 

exposition of the special value-based relationship between Tawhid and aesthetics, and 

considering the Holy Qur'an as the prime artistic feat. This paper is a critical review of 

al-Faruqi's epistemological project in building his theory on art, and raises some 

observations on al-Faruqi's effort in expounding on the concept of Islamic art, and 

promoting efforts to study art from the perspective of Islamic thought in its 

philosophical and historical prospects, with the aim of reaching a clear and coherent 

epistemological framework for the theory of Islamic art. 
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