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Abstract
Efforts of Ismail al-Faruqi in the Field of History of Religions
Muhammad Khalifah Hassan

This paper presents the efforts of Ismail al-Faruqi in the field of history of religions
and his contributions in the methodological establishment of this field on the
international level, particularly in the areas of methodology and content. Al-Faruqi
studied the nature of the religious experience in Islam, and its relationship with other
experiences. He engaged in the modern religious studies in the West, and the methods
of understanding and studying religion. The paper highlights Al-Faruqi's role in
developing a system of Meta-Religious principles, the divine source of religions, and
the need for critical assessment of religious heritage, in the hope that human beings
would cooperate to establish the religion of Fifra (natural disposition), which unites all
religions.

Keywords: Ismail al-Faruqi, History of Religions, Meta-Religion, Religion of
Fitra (Natural Disposition), Essence of Religious Experience.
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- James, William. The Varieties of Religious Experience, London: Longmans,1929.
- Leeuw, G. Van Der. Religion in Essence and Manifestation, London: Allen and
Unwin, 1938.
- Wach, J. Types of Religious Experience, Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1951.

* Al Farugqji, Ismail Raji. "The Essence of Religious Experience in Islam" in his, Islam
and other Faiths, edited by Ataulah Siddiqui, UK: The Islamic Foundation ,and the
USA: International Institute of Islamic Thought, 1998/1419H, p 3.

3 al Faruqi, Ismail R. and al Faruqi, Lois Lamya. The Cultural Atlas of Islam, London
and New York: Macmillan Pub Co, & Collier Macmillan Publishers, 1986.
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