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Abstract 

The Epistemological Model of Al-Faruqi's Critique of Religions 

 

This paper discusses the methodological foundations stipulated by Ismail al-Faruqi 

to establish his epistemological model; where he put forth two main conditions: first, to 

engage in religious phenomenon and discover its logic; and second, to set principles for 

understanding religion and correcting that understanding, which is related to the 

theoretical principles which he considered as the foundation and means of acquiring  

and evaluation of knowledge.  The paper addresses the theoretical principles upon 

which al-Faruqi based his epistemological model, and his position on the method of 

"Disengagement"  (suspending) and the way he surpassed it. The paper also added the 

critique and evaluation dimension of the model. 

Keywords: Ismail al-Faruqi, Epistemological Model, Disengagement Approach, 

Meta-Religion, the Ideal Trend, Religious Understanding.   
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3 Ismail Al-faruqi, Towards an Islamic theory of meta-religion: www.ismailfaruqi.com. 
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 Rashid, Zuriati bt Mohd and Alwi, Engku Ahmad Zaki Engku. "Al-Faruqi and His 
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 Al-Faruqi. Christian Ethics, p31. 
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 " We hold those truths to be the self-evident element of a philosophy that is critical, 

by any standard or sense of the term. These are rational, not dogmatic truths. They 

are open to question, to be sure; but whosoever wishes to content them cannot do so 

from the standpoint of dogma." Ibid, p31-32. 
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