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Abstract
The Religious Determinant for Civilization and Global Policies: A Reading of Al-
Faruqi's Perspective on International Relations

This paper presents the perspective of Ismail al-Faruqi on the role of religion in
current international politics, and lays out the features of a normative theory in
international relations based on his view of the concepts of Tawhid and meta-religion as
presented in a number of his books, particularly "Tawhid: Implications for Thought and
Life" and "Islam and the Problem of Israel." Al-Faruqi elucidates how Islam offers
solutions to global problems associated with the foundations of the current international
system, which is based on the ethno-Euro-centricity, a system that contradicts the needs
of the global society, which in turn is characterized by openness, freedom, and
coexistence.

Keywords: Ismail al-Faruqi, Judeo-Christian Civilization, International Politics,
Normative theory, meta-religion, Ethno-centricity, Ummatism, The International
System, Islamic Peace (pax islamica).
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