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The Effect of Interest in Determining Legal Provisions: The Case of Building Non-
Islamic Temples in the Muslim Society
Abstract

This study reveals that it is permitted for non—-Muslims to build places of worship of
their own on Muslim land, as there is no clear or accurate statement to the contrary,
considering that non-Muslims are citizens who enjoy full religious freedom. This study
finds that allowing non-Muslims to build places of worship is part and parcel of
religious freedom. This conclusion is an application of the Holy Qur'an, which declares
religious freedom, and unequivocally guarantees that non-Muslims would have the right
to practice their religion freely. The set of Hadith upon which some scholars relied to
prevent building places of worship for non-Muslims are found to be weak. The
permission of building such places, however, does not necessarily allow Muslims to
help in the building, or to sell a land or lease a building, if they know that the land or the
building will be used for that purpose.

Key words: Non—Muslims, Places of Worship, Religious Freedom, Rituals of Non—
Muslims, Religiosity and Belief, Churches.
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