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Inter-Sectarian Dialogue: Its Concept, Foundations, and Conditions
Abstract
This study aims to examine the concept of inter-sectarian dialogue among Muslims,
and illustrate the foundations, conditions, and priorities of a successful dialogue.
Dialogue among Muslims of various jurisprudential schools and doctrinal sects is
inevitable, and is the foundation for any dialogue with others. In order to achieve its
purposes, dialogue should stem from certain premises, controlled by certain conditions,
and take a number of priorities. The study explains how the Holy Qur'an and Noble
Sunnah constitute the frame of reference and the guiding authority for this dialogue, as
they both affirm that which unites the Muslim Ummah together is much more than what
divides it. This authority requires also that the objective of dialogue should be the
search for the truth and not to defend a position, whether right or wrong.
Keywords: Concept of Inter-Sectarian Dialogue, Premises of Inter-Sectarian
Dialogue, Conditions of Inter-Sectarian Dialogue, Priorities of Inter-Sectarian Dialogue,
Disagreement among Schools of Thought/Sects.
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