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Universals in the Thought of Al-Juwayni and Ibn al-Arabi and their Impact on 

Directing Disagreement between Rules: The Concept and Function 

Abstract 

This study aims to reveal the set of rules that take the character of the universal (al-

Kuliyyat) in the works of both Al-Juwayni and Ibn al-Arabi. After identifying the 

concepts and varieties of these rules, this study highlights the impact of some of them in 

directing the disagreement between them in its two dimensions; the fiqh and usul, in the 

context in which each scholar would establish evidence of certain scholarly issues. This 

approach helps in understanding the methodological unity of the foundations of 

intellectual schools of thought (Mathahib) in building rules and weighing different 

judgments. 
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BBBB�� 	� ��  :BBBB /�� �Y�BBBB�S ^BBBB·)�
BBBB�̧  &'<9BBBB(���BBBB <�
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BBBBBY��Z�� �BBBB� &BBBB� rBBBBB � �  ��BBBB] �BBBBB�� VBBBB��,� ! )h�BBBBB
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:BB /�� ; E	�BB9U� h	�$BB
�G�-  �BB� &BB�S�#� �BB¹ !"#$BB%� �BB�� �BB+�$9�� &'"#BB% �BB� &BB�
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�/k�BBB
�� �BBB�  <BBB��� F�� �
8BBB]L  R
BBB+
= �BBB<T8)� �"#BBB% �BBBa'�+ X $BBB(U� ^BBB/= �BBB�

 �>�BBB(� �} &BBB� !BBB/9�	�  �̂ BBBS HBBB � R	[�BBB��� �BBB<K /�� M���BBB���   �BBB<k�/U� �?�BBB
U� �BBB� `BBB��
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 �BBB�� ��BBB7 ��BBB('�� 
BBB%���  <BBB#S ��BBB89U� ��[�BBB9U� R�BBBY�[ �BBB� ª�BBB» G L�BBB$)U� ; 	
 �́  -�7[�
BBBBS�  F�BBBB%D� :BBBB � �"#BBBB% �BBBB�� I� rBBBB#� �BBBB�–�BBBB8<�} &BBBB��T7 
BBBB/�i  & �BBBB] ;

"��<#$'�� "�%��-zy  ��/��� ��� &< � H9��k B�<T8)� ��  �<��
B�} �� LW���B= BS��
 � ZBB� &B<k ¼�+
                                                 

| ��
BBS� LI�BB<� ¡ &BB� ^��
BB'�� ��BB7 : X $BB(� �BB<���"�BB� ��� " �BBK� -�BB<k�/U� &BB'/<#� HBB � ½�BB9�� �BB� &BB������ &BB<��/��
�� ��B/�� rBS�#� ; F�B%D� ����
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����)� Q�/� �8)� ¼� � R
+
= :<7�9�� D� 	���)�� �� `�� 
)� 
</�'��� ^<%�'�� ; h�$9�� ��)�� HB �� -M<��%
 ; ���BBBBBB
�� :8BBBBBB��	)��BBBBBB�k��U�( ; *+�BBBBBB,�� -)���BBBBBB<"��( ; �/k�BBBBBB
�� �BBBBBBK8 #P� -)���BBBBBB����(6[��BBBBBBk� !BBBBBB��� I}� - 

���&��P
% )[�=��� ; &��89� &< � E
(+� &��9% ^K� ��� h�( �8<k �<S?$%G�.  
¬ D�� 
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 X $(� R�T7 
/� ����K/���"� ��� " ����)� ��)<7	 
/+ : k -F�%D� �8��	 H �� �/+�
�� �� � �})	�('�� (
 H � &���[ ��� ^� L����)U� �1/+ �K� [�¿�)�+
('�� (:7̀ #/'� R�T¢� � � 
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zy  H�KBBBBa2+ �BBBB� ��"�BBBB#$U� &BBBB�9�� F�BBBB%�" 	�'�
BBBB�� ^BBBBS���� ����'BBBB�� �BBBB�� �BBBB� ���)BBBB% �S?$BBBB%� VBBBB��� �BBBB7� L 
BBBB+�k

B8= F�BB+ Q h�B�� -h	�B(�D� �� ��BB¹ R[�B]§� &���BB��g� &B��=�'�} �BB 'À ;  ̀ B�� ��KBBJ'U� -F�B%D� �BB� ��B
�� ��  �BB�
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 ��BB('�� 	�BB�} �B��+
B('�� �} 	-  �BB=�	 �BB��� -��[�BB9U� ; �B(Á� ��
BB/� ��BB#��U� ^�
BB<�
BBB���� �� ��=e� �BBB<���'�G� &BBB'/<#� �}F�BBB%D� ; �BBB¹ Â#$BBB%� �BBB�� �BBB<Y-  :BBB /�� �BBB8<k ^��
BBB��

^BBBK/���- ��<#$'��BBB� h�BBB�)���L  � I�BBB
��BBB<�  ��BBB/<¤ �S�BBB�� ��BBB � . ; �BBB7 
BBB������ �	�BBB(k
 � � ���� �I� L[�8/U� >���U� �� 	�%� -��<   �̂ �   2'�� �?� �̂ 8  �BK ��" �̂ B� "B �Ã} L&B�9�� ; �

 ��BB#��� �BB<� ��� ��BB89� &BB< � VsBBa)+BB� I�BB�� W��BB� -Ä���BBJ�� �� 
BB������ ^BB<#P �.zz  �BB�)���
 6�BB7 HBB � >�BBP��� ; ¾>�BB� 
BB������ �BB � �BB+���� �BB<8�9��� �<��BB%D� ����
BBU� 5BB/� ;

��<���.  

 ��J+� �<8U� ��7 H �� :B /�� rBS�#� VB<��� ; C�B%D� �B�9�� l��	� ²�=-  �B%��
 & �BBB] ;"�BBB#$U�"- BBBK'��k -:8#BBB'� ; �BBBT8)U� ��
BBB�e� 
BBB���P W�BBB�	}� ­�BBB)'P� HBBB � ��


 �#Ba<� �+�BJ��� �B� ¥oB
U� ©/U� 2� � � ^�B] ; �7� !Ba<�� -:<7�B9U� �B� �B��K� :�'B)� �B<

BBBBBS���� ��BBBBB89U� �} &BBBBBT'� . ; ��BBBBB�e� :8BBBBB��	 HBBBBB � I�BBBBB� 
BBBBBP�)���BBBBB<"��(-  ; �BBBBB������

) #���(.  
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 �I} BB�Ã} �BB<� ��� R
BB����� ; ½�BB9�D� �<�BB��)�D� � 6	�BB('��� &BB�K�� ©BB/U� �BBP[ �BB8<k ^BB%
 �I��� ³S -&�[�=�  ��
'+ [�(�U� ��B#��� 4E�B
�� `B�<� -&B<�} ���+� :89�� H �   &#S�B% �B�

B4��¤ ���B)�� ²
B� �Ba9)�� ¥�	[e� HB � �9BJ<k -F�B9'SG�� &B� ��K'7G� 4B��	� &B4�B2=�»� -& &
 �'
� Ä)P ��M���B��� W�Jk �} &< � ��<YZ,� ! �B<� ��� B2'k -�KB%�/�� �BK���� -64	
B% � �

I�BB<#�� �BB)+0 �BB� &BB<k E�BB]� �BBU ¼�BB
)+� . ��BB��Å  �BB9<$� R	�BB]¨� ;��BB��� 	�BB]� �BBK�: " ^BB/= �BB��
 !BBBB9 '��� ���BBBB9�� &BBBB< � !BBBBJP�)� �BBBB<� ��� 
BBBB������ I�[ �BBBB<YZ,� ��#BBBB��)U�� ���BBBB9�� ª�BBBB»

!BBB$)P� ���BBB� &BBBa9� !P�BBB�� !��$BBB��� �BBB8<k 6����BBB� !BBB�Z�Z��...�� Ä#BBB� �BBB�� - &BBB�9
 5P�BB)� �BB� 6
BB)� 
BB��� ��BB<� ��� ; �8=�	
BB�G ��BB<YZ,� �BB��� ¦BB9S �BB� ©"'BB�� 6
BB�����

                                                 
BBBB�	�/�� �G��BBBB]e� F�BBBB SBBBB�<T8)� :BBBB / � � �� BBBB�<k�/�� �� . 	�BBBB��D� ^BBBB<�� -.�BBBB/�� �BBBB��  #BBBBP HBBBB � 6ZBBBB<��� �BBBB� �BBBB<7��


<9�� 
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8'¿� �+�
�� -n���
 �.  
zz 
®� � � -h�
)�� .$�(7%�� 6W�
7��Æ
�� - :�
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 4VBB4��4)4B�4� 6̀ BB� 
BB)� ... �BB� &BB<k E�BB]� �BBU 6	
BB% ¼�BB
��� I�BB�0D� l�BBP� ; &BB'# � ^BB(S�
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BBB ��D L`BBB� G� -F�BBB�/�� ��BBB)'� �BBB��)'U� �BBB �/�� ­�BBB)'PG �BBB</<#� ���BBB)P� �BBB<Y��=} ^Y�BBB�� �
BB� g h�BB�� :BB�����BB#�e�� �BB9)�� ;�BB� MBB� �Y�
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BB�e� �BB%�)� >�BB
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FF+� �FF� �̀�FF>�� ��
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BBB#� -VBBB<$�� .�(.W��FFFI� c�FFF��� ���FFFA� DFFF(� \FFF�0 6FFFA�)��!BBB+���� - :-!BBB+���� �BBB���S ���BBB$� °w -

z¬|¬ª -�x­ -{x.  
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3.  $>E���� \�0 �� ��5���� '�50)����C��(:    

 �. � !"�� :,��e��� f�7+g� ]��a5 :  

 2B+ 4/ �
  l�'� ):B ��� ��B<'�� ; :B�D� ��<�(  ��)���B<"��(  �BK /�� ��oB�� M��B�� �B�
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BBB#� &BBB<k H

��'�� �W�
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h	�[e� I������� h	�'�
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BBBB8� ; !BBBB)+��� -�BBBB¹ ��BBBBK'7G� �BBBB� �BBBB @�
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:���0 ; �<���'�� �� :8< � �� ��$<s<k."z~  
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��BBBBBB)s=	�� -�BBBBBB�)��� �BBBBBB�9�� �BBBBBB��=}z|   BBBBBB�?+� �Y�BBBBBB��� F��BBBBBBÏ �BBBBBB� HBBBBBB � ���BBBBBB$U� �}

�+�JU�...."z¬  

 �I}  �BBB
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+
B] >���BU� �B� ��B$9��."xy  I�B�k
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� �} W�T �� ��-  2�B � &B� HB"'#2+�
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 :BB89� �BB)7 �BB�� �
BB� V#BB� �
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BB� BB�<YZ= �� �$�} ; V<T'BBa+ F�BB �� &BBY
 ¾�Í'P� �<K /��� �<��<a�� �<k���� ��(+�/�  �B�� �<��B%D� 
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B���'� -¼?B%e� ; �B� ��� 	�B('�� �B���)� �k��+ �� �+�
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¡ M���BBBP� ��BBB+��� ^�BBB] ; 
BBB+
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h	�BBB(�� �BBB$)U� ��<�
BBBÓ �BB��- :<BBB�/�� �?BB��� ��
BBB+�¡� .F�D� ; �
BBB�� �BBBK)<�-  �
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BP�– �BBK�
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BBB�e� ^BBB+�À �BBB� j�BBB)�� 	�BBB9� I�BBB�+ �
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BB8U L���BB9�� G F�BB%\� l�BB'��� ��BB7 I� G�BB��
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-W�BBBBK /�� �BBBB8<k �BBBB '�� �)BBBBaS ^Y�BBBBa�� �BBBB�<P[ ���BBBBk WG�BBBB�� �BBBB= ... �BBBB� �BBBB�� Q �BBBBU� L
�� � QLF�%D� ���U� ��¹ &B<k �Á h���."x|  ��̀ B�  L&BÍ��� ; �B��� �8)B� HB ��}  F�BP

&<k :" �7�]���U� h�[ l�'� F��  ���� 6�)� �} -�?�e� ; ��]�  F�B%D� 
<8Å H �
 �#�� -���9 �&���k� & Y�a� �8<�} �=�� ��� &�9�� F�%� :�/� H � &<k &... ."x¬  
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B</�� �B��� F  ��B9<���� �B� &B<k �B
�� -
 ¾�8=  AI}� -�B<8�9�� V7��BU� F�B%� �B8<k �B�' � �B�� ²1B��� 
������ 5/� �� ²���   I�B�

B �Ã¨k L>?� �� ¥�)7 ��B�<�S �B=�+ � F0��B)��� ���B9�� HB � 
B������ 6�B7 °�B)� �B<�� �}- 
 ��D L`� G�
B(�U� ; G �B+�$�� ; >?� & . �B)�� ��B7 ; �B7� [�B8'=G� �B� �– 
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°�)U� �<�� ; [�8'=G�i  NM#+ �<Å  ���� Z�²�B�D� V7��BU� W�BK � �P�� � . MB� �BKTk
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B<¿� 
#� -`"(�� .'�F�B� �F� $F�)!��� $l!FE�� $���"FA0� ��
FIb� �F"%�� : 6FI�75� �F7%�� H
FI� �F� G_��Fm
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MBBBBBK<�� MBBBBBT8)� :'�� �8)BBBBB�� -
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BBBP� -��BBB7 ^BBB#P �BBB8<�} ���BBB]� �BBB�� Ú�BBB(U�� 
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BB)� �¢��
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BB�e�� ^<B%�'�� ; ��B�e�� �B����� MB� �BT8)U� ���BB)'�� �BKP �B� � .

BBB� ¡ ��
BBB)� F�BBB� :BBB7�� �� L�BBB�� &BBB<k H ; �7	�K�'BBB��� C�BBB%D� >?BBB@� &BBB<=�� ; �BBB89<�
�BB<k?@� ���BB9��� °�#)'BB�G� �7�BB)� 5BB/� VBB<��� R[�BB�} .�BB�×� rBBs#U� �} ^BB�')� &BB)��- 
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� ; R
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BBBBS >?BBBBB@� R– 2B#� A/&BBBBB+
 :�BBBBB8�9��� C�BBBBB%D�i-  ��BBBBB=	¨� �BBBBB��� -&BBBBB�[�� �BBBBBa� �BBBB���g�
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 ��� 
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/=�	 : /�� �+0���E�k��� �} �.  
                                                 

||  -*+�,��7%�� H
I� �� h���>��ª -���� �=�� -x­ -uyu.  
|¬  -*+�,�!*�� 	��.�� �� D5b� 	��iD­ -���� �=�� -z|u.  
¬y ­ -���a�� �=�U�xx~.  
¬z ­ -���a�� �=�U�z�u.  



         -�k�/U� �<�?�} �)a���/��'��  �
�R - [
/��~{ -W�'] z�w{7/xyz��         ����	[� ��� 

 

8L 

c. ,����)�� �K�7�� 6�W:  

BBB ����BBB����� 
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 � �� �BB��� �BBa��� 
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M��BB�� ��BB�} 
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 �?<#� F?�� F?BS} ; �B7���� ��� R	��J�� °o
+ G� �=��� 	
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BBS� E�BB�S ; �BB'<U�� �BBk�� j�BB)�� �BBS ; �BB=��� ^BB� -j�BB)�� [� ZBBB)� F ZBBB) �BBS ; R	��BBJ�� ��
�$JU� 
S����."zyz  � � E�<a��k� !SG ��� � ���'U� :<7�9U�� I�s
� & ©B/"�B=���"- 

 �
BBS� �BBa)�� ; �BB8/P�� �[) ���BB��i  �BB=��� -F?BB��i  j�BB)�� -R	��BBJ��i 
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U�6
BBBB)� R
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BBBB� �BBBB+��� �BBBB�<�S � L  ���BBBB��  � �� ��BBBB% �BBBBK� �BBBB8'< ; ¼
I�71��: "=��� ��#�� �<� ��� R
�����k�..."zyw  

 �8$�	� LFÐU�� F���� ��� ���� ;� ��} �}  �B7 h�B�� F�D� ^���� ; n���� �} �=��
�+[�9�� R	��J�� °�)� . � � �Kk �"FÐU� " �B�� -�B� ��� �B8/���� �+
(�U� �8'K�S ����

 �́  2� N< �G} �B8<k ���B» G �	�B%� -�$��� ª�<a� 6
)� !T �B¢ 
BS�= �� �B¹ ^B7�= .  �BU�
 !���"������� ��-"zy�  4B+ �8'8= �� ��� �7� A/ ��^Y�BaU� :B�/� ; E�k��� ÌLzy{   I�B�

 4�BB/+ �BB�� ^<BB%�9'��� I�BB)� � �BB8<k F�BB� G&�	��BB] h�BB
'a�� >?BB@� �BB8'8= �BB� ÌL  �BB�� �� 
��BBBB#$��� XY��BBBB��� >?'BBBB�G.zyu  �K< BBBBa�� F�BBBB�/�� �BBBB¢���� ; G� �BBBB8<k �BBBB 'd Q ���BBBB��

�<k�BB(�� ��BB#$��� . N#)� F�BBP ��BB8 BB�G� E�<BB� ; ����BB7�Y���� �87�#BB]� �BB� �BB¹ W�BB9'S: " 6�BB8k
 2� 
���P � HB9d [�B�� G �/+�B
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 � �BBB8 K�+ �BBB�� R
BB<'/��[�BBB/+ BBB�̧  -¦BB9��� �BBB�
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 ��BB�U� R�7�BB$�� �W�
BB'�� R  ��BB< d F�BB/kD� ��BBs'P� ; E?BB�D� �	�BB�� �} R��
BB���  ��BB< �� . �BB ��
�BB�� E�<BB� ; &BB)� �BB8<#� R	�BB]}: " �BB� l��BB�e� ; �<BB��U� �BB�Y�9�� �BB�Y���� ��	�BB#/�� �BB��

� �	��� �} W��[ ���KJ� I� �<��
�� �+�J��� ; �< ��� 
%��U�E?�D... ."zy¬   
 ��BBJ+� �BB)7 �BB��  �BBK8#U� ^<BB%�9'�� MBB� X<BB=o � �+
BB%��U� �BB8'9<��� R
BB����� !#BB('��

>?BB@� °�BB)� �BB7 �B��. �BB8< � j�BB<��� ; F�BBP- �BB��0� HBB � ���BB9�� �+�BBd�: " �BB+�[D� �BB���
 ��	��B� �BÊ L�B8<�} �B=���  <Ba� �B� �¢�K/'B�� �)Kk ^K/'a� ��� `P��/���."zzy  	��BJ���

BBB7&BBB��Ê�d �BBB<¤ ; �BBB=��� �BBB /'� �- � F�BBB��� �BBB� /'U� W��BBB�� FÐBBBU�.zzz 
BBBP�  ; �BBB8$�	
 -&BBB< � �BBB9'U� ��<)<BBBas'�� ��BBB�)� �BBB�� E�<BBB�kF�BBB�: " �BBB< + G &BBB�� :BBB /� �BBB$P HBBB � �BBBÁ�

oBBa�� I�BB��} �BB� h�BB/'�� W�BBa)��� F�BB=��� �BB< �� �/+�BB
�� �BB��s�-"zzx  
7�BB] E�<BBa���
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