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The Question of Secularization in the Thought of Abdel Wahab ElI-
Messiri: From the Epistemological to the Ontological Path
By Rbouh al-Bashir

Abstract
This paper addresses the concept of secularism in the thought of the late thinker

Abdel Wahab El-Messiri, particularly examining the dynamism of the concept in
the history of Western modernity. The concept has shifted from partial secularism to
total secularism, passing through consecutive processes starting from religion,
economics, philosophy, sentiment (conscience), dreams, and private life issues, in
accordance with the epistemological event that is based on the mechanism of material
rationalization, then with the ontological event associated with a multiplicity of factors,
such as dress, habitation, the physical body, eating habits, action films, cartoons, etc.
This results in a strong correlation between the processes, which ultimately affects
secularized Western thought, and also Arab thought, which continues to think from
within the sphere of modernity.

Keywords: Secularism; Partial Secularism; Total Secularism; Epistemological
Event; Ontological Event.
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