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The Crisis of Western Modernity,
and the Transition of the Islamic Mind from Disruption to Construction
By Abd al-Aziz Boulsha‘ir
Abstract
This paper addresses the question of Western modernity, as the sum of
intellectual, social and political changes of Western origin, and its effects on the
intellectual and political elites in the Muslim world. These elites have been trapped
between the illusion of being able to correlate with Western modernity, and the concern
over duplicating the processes of Western modernization and development. This stems
from the lack of consideration for the uniqueness of intellectual religious frame of
reference and the civilizational identity of the Muslim Ummah in its social,
psychological and historical formulas. It is also caused by failing to realize the crises of
Western modernity that touched upon the essence of humankind, nature, and religion.
The paper raises questions regarding difficulties of duplicating Western modernity in
the Muslim world, and the means of overcoming the illusion of correlation with it, due
to the uniqueness of the Muslim Ummah in its faith, knowledge, and values, and in its
civilizational mission.
Keywords: Modernity; Postmodernity; Western Modernity; Crisis of Modernity;
Islamic Modernity; Western Mind; Modernization; Cultural Relativism; Islamic
Modernity Project.
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