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Features of Objectivity in Islamic Legal Theory:
A Study in Structure and Foundations

Abdul Ahad Mustafa Abdul Rahman Law”
Saleh Qadir Karim Al-Zanki™
Abstract

The methodology of wusil al-figh (Islamic legal theory) is one of the important
approaches developed by Muslims to study Islamic legal texts. This study sets out to
identify the features of objectivity in the methodology of usil al-figh by examining its
structure and foundations. The study concludes that the methodology of wusil al-figh is
based on three foundations: the centrality of the text, the centrality of the speaker, and the
centrality of the speaker’s holiness. If objectivity consists in refraining from prejudgments
by adhering to the principle of seeking truth and justice, then its features in the
methodology of usiil al-figh are manifested in the concept of ijtihdd and in the processes
that reflect a commitment to seeking truth, justice, and discipline. Application of the
method involves following the text wherever it leads, doing justice to the author of the text
by interpreting his words within their proper context, and respecting the origin of the text
by upholding its sacredness. Lastly, the study identifies important aspects of objectivity in
usil al-figh's internal structure and governing foundations. The descriptive and analytical
method is employed here in studying the components, foundations, and vision of the
methodology of usiil al-figh. When tracking the recurring meanings which attest to the
objectivity of its system, it relies on the inductive method. And for an understanding of the
history and evolution of ideas, it draws on the historical method.

Keywords: methodology, usiil al-figh, Islamic legal theory, objectivity, ijtihad, text,
holiness, usili method.
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