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The conceptual confusion of connection and separation between methodology and
doctrine in Islamic thought
Abstract
The evaluation of products of Islamic thought passes through the delimitation of
the boundaries between methodology and doctrine. That delimitation encounters, and is
influenced by, a series of problems, most notably the conceptual confusion caused by
the lack of precision in the definition of the concepts. The confusion takes several forms
depending on what perspective one sees it from. This paper focuses on the view that
studies the words “methodology” and “doctrine” according to their terminological level,
which is defined by the amount of their maturity and the level of agreement upon their
meaning. It also shows the impact of the terminological level on extending or reducing
the possibilities of connection or separation between methodology and the doctrine. For
this purpose the author has critically analyzed some definitions and uses of the two
concepts; namely, methodology and doctrine.
Keywords: methodology, doctrine, ideology, term, concept, schools of theology,
schools of Islamic jurisprudence, Islamic thought.
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