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Paradise in the Babylonian Talmud:
A Comparative Study in the Light of the Noble Qur’an
Abstract

This study addressed the subject of paradise in the Babylonian Talmud using a
comparative methodology in the light of the Qur'an. The study defines the Babylonian
Talmud and its parts, the names of paradise and their meanings, creation of the paradise,
its place and size, paradise pleasures and their forms in each of the Babylonian Talmud
and the Qur’an. The study analyzes the impact of the doctrine of paradise in the
Babylonian Talmud on the Jewish personality and its worldview. The results reveal
great similarities between names of the Paradise and their meanings in both texts.
Furthermore, both texts agree that God created paradise before creating man. Finally,
the paper concludes that there are numerous analogies between the two texts regarding
the forms of heavenly pleasures, be they physical or spiritual. Both texts also consider
seeing Almighty God as the greatest heavenly pleasure granted to those who inhabit
paradise. This similarity confirms what the Holy Quran has mentioned about the beliefs
of the Prophets of Israel regarding paradise and its blessings.

Keywords: The Babylonian Talmud, Paradise, Mishnah, Gemara, Afterlife.
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* Pelaia, Ariela. What Is Olam Ha Ba? Jewish Views of the Afterlife, See:
- judaism.about.com/od/judaismbasics/a/What-Is-Olam-Ha-Ba-Jewish-Views-
Afterlife.htm
# Rabbi Or N. Rose. Heaven and Hell in Jewish Tradition, See:
- myjewishlearning.com/beliefs/Theology/Afterlife_and_Messiah/Life_After_Death/
Heaven_and_Hell.shtml
%0 Pelaia. What Is Olam Ha Ba? Jewish Views of the Afterlife.
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