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The Prophets’ Infallibility as Understood by the Ash'arites: A Critique and
Foundation Building in the Light of the Noble Quran

Abstract

This study provides a critique and a foundation building of the infallibility of the
Prophets as perceived by the Sunni Ash’arite scholars. The study takes the Qur’an as the
basis for addressing this issue. For the Ash’arites, this theme has presented a problem in
their effort to interpret the Qur’anic narrative about the Prophets, especially those
narratives that present statements and expressions that may cause a conflict with
infallibility. Since the Ash'arites have included stories from the Israelite sources, they
found themselves compelled to discuss these stories. This understanding has yielded
problems in interpretation when the Qur’anic authority is considered. The researcher
attempts to identify Qur’anic principles in explaining the stories of the Prophets, and
concludes with the need to re-address the issue of the Prophets’ infallibility with a
commitment to the Qur’anic principles.

Keywords: Prophets’ infallibility, Ash'arites, Infallibility rules, Israelites, Stories
of the Prophets, Qur’anic principles.
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