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The critique of Imam Mohammed ‘Abduh regarding
some of the Sufi practices of his time
Abstract

This paper presents a reading of Imam Muhammad Abduh's view about Sufism,
and his position on the Sufis who engage in practices not rooted in Islamic sources.
Such practices include veneration of tombs of saints and sheikhs, seeking their
intercession every morning and evening, and inventing other varieties of heresies and
corruptions that have been reasons for Muslim backwardness and weakness. For
example, they distinguish between truth and law, perform mawlids, and visit shrines for
worship, intercession, and blessing. They also use ambiguous terms that have had a
negative impact on the doctrine of Muslims.

Key words: Sufism, Mawlids, Truth and law, Supernatural wonders, Sainthood,
Intercession by Saints.
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