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The Concept of Banditry (Hiraba) and Its Shari‘ah Parameters:
A Study in the Quranic Text and Juristic heritage
Abstract

This study investigates the concept of banditry in the Qur’anic and the Figh
contexts, without going into the juridical details of the punishment for banditry and its
conditions.

The study gives a special focus on the influence of the social traditions related to
banditry as compared to the direct meaning of the Qur'anic text, i.e. corruption on Earth.

Based on the Qur'anic verses the study has shown that the concept of banditry is
broader than high robbery or manslaughter. It includes other acts like drugs dealing,
promotion of immorality, targeting individuals or the state by extra-constitutional means
and laws, or terrorizing citizens; as all that is considered violation of the teachings of the
tolerant Shari‘a, which came to achieve the purposes of security and human well-being
in this life and the Hereafter.

Key words: Banditry, Robbery, Corruption, People of the Book, Apostasy,
Bandits, Crime, Hypocrisy, Sodomy.
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