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The Impact of the Higher Purposes of Shari‘ah (Magasid al-Shari ‘ah) on the
Explanation of Its Texts

Ahmed Mohammed Saeed Al Saadi
Abstract

The study discusses the function of the higher purposes of Shari‘ah (magasid al-
Shart‘ah) in the fundamental processes of ‘afsir (exegesis), ta’wil (allegorical
interpretation), zarjih (establishment of preponderance), takhszs (specification), and taqyid
(restriction). The function of magdasid al-Shari‘ah in the explanation of religious texts is
twofold: controlling the interpretation of the text by excluding meanings that contradict
these magasid, on the one hand, and expanding the text’s interpretation by adopting a
linguistically non-preponderant meaning because it is indicated by magasid, on the other
hand. Maqasid, whether general (‘@amm) or specific (khass), impact the semantics of the
words: for looking at the partial intent (al-magsid al-juzz), then linking it to the specific
intent (al-magsid al-khass), leading to the general intent (al-magsid al- ‘amm), produces a
vision that allows no error in perceiving the meaning, except to the extent of the jurist’s
lack of awareness of maqgasid. The study shows that the explanation of religious texts rests
on two mutually supportive principles: mugtada gawa ‘id al-dalalah (the mandatory rules of
semantics) and the magasid al-Shari‘ah. The study concludes that magqasidri ijtihad can
provide disciplined, scientific rulings and plausible views regarding many controversial
issues, whether contemporary or past. It can also provide Islamic solutions to the fast
accelerating scientific developments.

Keywords: purposes of Shari‘ah, magqasid al-Shart ah, tafsir, exegesis, ta’wil,
allegorical interpretation, tarjih, preponderance, takhsis, specification, taqyid, restriction,
semantic rules, religious texts.





