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Circumstances Surrounding Legislative Discourse and Their Effect on the 

Interpretation of Religious Texts 
Abstract 

This article discusses the relationship between religious discourse and its surrounding 
circumstances and how such circumstances influence the issuing of rulings and the 
interpretation of religious texts.   

The article is divided into two parts; the first deals with the meaning of the 
surrounding circumstances, the importance and benefits of their identification, and some 
issues related to interpretation. The second part provides some practical examples about 
how the circumstances surrounding religious discourse are considered evidence of 
interpretation. Accordingly, these circumstances should be taken into account in the 
process of Ijtihad, to ensure that the derived ruling is in line with the purposes (Maqasid) 
of Shariah. 

Keywords: Surrounding Circumstances, Text interpretation, Legislative discourse, 
Maqasid al�Shariah.  
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