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The Acceptance of Hadith by the Ummah: 

The Concept of Acceptance, Its Emergence and Development 
Abstract 

This article studies the term "acceptance of the Hadith by the Ummah" in light of its 
Usuli and Hadith dimensions, considering the emergence of the concept, and the early 
scholars who used it. The article then deals with the meanings of the terms used in the 
concept, i.e.: reception, acceptance, and Ummah, and the development and usage of the 
term in light of the prevailing idea that the Ummah has received the two Sahihs (Bukhari 
and Muslim) with acceptance, which gave the concept a different meaning than intended. 

The article applies a critical and Usuli methodology, and is divided into three parts. 
The first deals with the emergence and development of the concept. The second part 
concentrates on the concept and its relationships and intervening nature. The third part 
discusses the idea that the Ummah has received the two Sahihs with acceptance.   

Keywords: Reception, Acceptance, Hadith, Ummah, the two Sahihs. 
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