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Interepretive Reasoning (Ijtihad) and Renewal (Tajdid)
in the Study of the Prophetic Sunnah
Abstract

This article has two sections. The first one deals with the two concepts: interpretive
reasoning (ijtihad) and renewal (tajdid), their importance and relevance to Prophetic
Sunnah. In the second section the author classifies the required ijtihad in the Prophetic
Sunnah into five categories: creative ijtihad through application of new disciplines and
sciences, ijtihad of renewal through revival of the Sunnah sciences, ijtihad in giving
balance and preference, ijtihad in matters of application, and methodological ijtihad.

Keywords: Ijtihad (interpretive reasoning), Tajdid (renewal), Sunnah Sciences,
Creative Ijtihad, Ijtihad of Renewal, Balancing and Preferential Ijtihad, Applied Ijtihad,
Methodological Ijtihad.
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