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The Genesis of the Concept of Political Economy in the Muslim World
A Comparative Study between Arab, Turkish and Urdu Literature
Abstract

This study deals with the origin of the concept of ‘political economy’ in the
Muslim world through a comparison between Arabic, Turkish and Urdu literature. The
study found that the concept entered the Muslim world through the translation of the
French term ‘économie politique’ and the English term ‘political economy’. The study
recommends going beyond the concern of who introduced first the concept, and the
suitability of the translated or original terms. The central issue is the cognitive process
that has generated the concept; whether adopting a constructive approach to what exists
or to break with it. The study recommends shedding light on the evolution of writings
on the economic life in Muslim societies and calls for a transition from the study of the
history of economic thought in Islam to the history of economic thought in Muslim
societies.

Key-words: Political economy, Management of the household, Science of
wealth, Science of livelihood
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4, Part I, Winter 2001, p. 1172.
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