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The Concept of Sadad (Setting Right) in the Qur’an
Jamilla Belaouda and Waleed Fekry Faris
Abstract

This study examines the concept of sadad (setting right) in the Qur’an, an
important concept that plays a role in both building the thought and the character of the
individual. The concept of sadad, moreover, plays an important role in guiding the
notion of istikhlaf (the notion of humans being God’s vicegerent on earth) towards
‘ibadiyyah (servitude) and framing it within righteous speech and virtuous actions. The
study links the concept of sadad with the concept of salah (righteousness or virtue), the
latter being an outcome or product of the former. The study also investigates the broader
concept of sadad (beyond the individual) which manifests in many places of the Qur’an.
This broader concept may be referred to as “cosmic sadad” or “universal sadad.” The
study thus aims to understand the concept of sadad and its universal characteristics
according to the Qur’an. The study also attempts to clarify the difference between the
concept of sadad and the concept of sawab, two Qur’anic concepts that are similar but
actually carry distinct meanings. Sadad typically refers to the context of human
endeavour (i.e., setting it right), while sawab refers to righteous behavior. Lastly, the
study investigates the role these concepts play in forming istikhlaf.

Keywords: Sadad, Qur’anic concept, akhlag, ethics, moral system, Qur’anic
ethics, context, salah, righteousness, virtue, sawab, righteous behavior, istikhiaf,
vicegerent.





