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Intents (Maqasid) of the Gracious Qur'an in Building Civilization and 

Development 

Maher Haswah 

Abstract 

This paper deals with the efforts exerted by modern scholars to clarify the intents 

and purposes (Maqasid) of the Gracious Qur'an in building civilization and 

development. It was clear that there is a problem in determining the meaning of this 

concept and its significance, which call upon scholars to discuss and make some 

consensus in identifying the basic intents of the Qur'an and their role in the evaluation, 

guidance, knowledge building, the cultural linkages, the civilizational take off, the 

achievement of civilizational presence and building on human commonalities. 

The paper concludes with reviewing a model of the intent of building civilization 

(Umran), as it pertains to civilizational thought addressed by certain contemporary 

scholars, specifically: Muhammad Rashid Rida, Al-Tahir Ibn Ashour, Allal Al-Fassi, 

Sayyid Qutb and Ahmad Al-Rissouni. 

Keywords: Intents of the Qur'an (Maqasid), Civilizational building, Umran 

(Civilization), Civilizational thought. 
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