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Vicegerency of Man on Earth as a General Intent (Maqsid) Prescribed in the 

Qur'an and Sharia, and Required for Civilization 

Abdussalam Al-Ahmar 

Abstract 

This paper tries to identify a general intent that encompasses all the Qur'anic 

intents, and demonstrates a systematic discourse of the Gracious Qur'an. This attempt is 

based on what we think Allah's purpose of creating a free and responsible Man in his 

existence on earth and the hereafter.  

The paper shows that this general intent is the Vicegerency of Man on earth, and 

that this intent is a frame of reference to all intents of the Gracious Qur'an, the Shari'a 

and civilization. Furthermore the paper shows that the concept of Vicegerency would 

highlight the extent to which it accommodates different human intellectual trends, and 

stimulates Islamic civilizational accomplishments. 

Keywords: Unifying general intent, Faith based vicegerency of Man, Positivist-

based vicegerency, Umran (Islamic civilization). 
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