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Derrida and the Kabbalistic Heritage
Ibrahim Elfida
Abstract

This critical study seeks to highlight the influence and presence of the Jewish
Mpystical tradition, Kabbalah, in the work of the French Jewish philosopher Jacques
Derrida. The study initially tries to study the relationship between philosophy, literature,
and theology. Then, it provides a short biography of Derrida and a basic definition of
the Kabbalah. The paper critically discusses two important works, by Susan Handelman
and Elliot Wolfson, on the influence and convergence of Kabbalah and Derrida’s work.
As a practical example the study shows the presence of Kabbalah in two passages from
Derrida.

Keywords: Jacques Derrida, Jewish Mystical tradition, Kabbalah, Deconstruction.
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! Sanford L. Drob. Kabbalah and Postmodernism: A Dialogue, New York: Peter Lang
Publishing, 2009, p.48.
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in Modern Literary Theory, Albany: State University of New York Press, 1982, pp.
267.
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- Le Probleme de la genese dans la philosophie de Husserl, Paris, coll. « Epiméthée »,
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1'Ecole normale supérieure, en 1953-1954, 2010.
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