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The Structure of Knowledge in Westernized Universities: Epistemic

Racism/Sexism and the Four Genocides/Epistemicides of the Long 16th Century
Ramén Grosfoguel
Abstract

This article is inspired by Enrique Dussel's historical and philosophical work on
Cartesian philosophy and the conquest of the Americas. It discusses the epistemic
racism/sexism that is foundational to the knowledge structures of the Westernized
University. The article proposes that the epistemic privilege of Western Man in
Westernized Universities' structures of knowledge, is the result of four
genocides/epistemicides in the long 16th century (against Jewish and Muslim origin
population in the conquest of Al-Andalus, against indigenous people in the conquest of
the Americas, against Africans kidnapped and enslaved in the Americas and against
women burned alive, accused of being witches in Europe). The article proposes that
Dussel's argument in the sense that the condition of possibility for the mid-17th century
Cartesian “I think, therefore I am” (ego cogito) is the 150 years of "I conquer, therefor I
am" (ego conquiro) is historically mediated by the genocide/epistemicide of the "I
exterminate, therefore I am" (ego extermino). The 'T exterminate’ is the socio-historical
structural mediation between the idolatric T think' and the 'T conquer’'.

Key Words: Westernised University, Epistemic Racism, Epistemic Sexism,

Transmodernity, Modernity, Postmodernity, Eurocentrism, Universalism,
Pluriversalism, Pluriversity.
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- Grosfoguel, Ramon, "Human Rights and Anti-Semitism After Gaza" Human
Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge, Spring 2009, Vol. VII,
issue No.2, pp.§9-101.

2! Galan Sanchez, Una sociedad en transicion: Los granadinos de mudéjares a
moriscos. See also:
- Dominguez Ortiz, Antonio, Moriscos: la mirada de un historiador, Granada:
Universidad de Granada, 2009.

> Maillo Salgado, Felipe, De la desaparicion de Al-Andalus, Madrid: Abada Editores,
2004. See also:
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- Kettami, El resurgir del Islam en Al-Andalus.

B Garrido Aranda, Antonio, Moriscos e Indios: Precedentes Hispdnicos de la
Evangelizacion de México, México: Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México,
1980.
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* Garrido Aranda, Moriscos e Indios: Precedentes Hispdnicos de la Evangelizacion de
México. See also:
- Martin de la Hoz, Juan Carlos. El Islam y Esparia, Madrid: RIALP, 2010.

» Garrido Aranda, Moriscos e Indios: Precedentes Hispdnicos de la Evangelizacion de

México.
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* Maldonado-Torres, Religion, Conquéte et Race dans la Fondation du monde
Moderne/Colonial, p.230.
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¥ Grosfoguel, Ramén. "Decolonizing Post-Colonial Studies and Paradigms of Political
Economy: Transmodernity, De-colonial Thinking and Global Coloniality", Vol. 1,
No.l1, Transmodernity: Journal of Peripheral Cultural Production of the Luso-
Hispanic World, 2011, pp.1-38.
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! Dussel, Enrique. El episcopado latinoamericano y la liberacion de los pobres, (1504-
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Coloniaje y Liberacién, Madrid, Spain: Mundo Negro-Esquila Misional, 1992
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34 Nimako, Kwame and Willemsen, Glenn. The Dutch Atlantic: Slavery, Abolition and

Emancipation, London: Pluto Press, 2011.
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Perceval, José Maria. Todos son uno. Arquetipos, xenofobia y racismo. La imagen

delmorisco en la monarquia espaiiola durante los siglos XVI y XVII, Almeria:
Instituto de Estudios Almerienses, 1997. See also:

- Perceval, José Marfa. "Animalitos del sefior: Aproximacién a una teoria de las
animalizaciones propias y del otro, sea enemigo o siervo, en la Espafia imperial
(1550-1650)", en Areas: Revista de Ciencias Sociales , Universidad de Murcia,
No.14, pp.173-184.
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¥ Martin Casares, Galan Sanchez, Una sociedad en transicion: Los granadinos de
mudéjares a moriscos.

0" Carrasco, Deportados en nombre de Dios: La explusién de los moriscos cuarto
centenario de una ignominia. See also:

- Perceval, Todos son uno. Arquetipos, xenofobia y racismo. La imagen delmorisco
en la monarquia espariola durante los siglos XVI y XVII.

- Perceval, Animalitos del seiior: Aproximacion a una teoria de las animalizaciones
propias y del otro, sea enemigo o siervo, en la Espaiia imperial (1550-1650),

pp.173-184.
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- The Modern World-System: Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European

World-Economy in the Sixteen Century, New York: Academic Press, 1976.
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43 Federici, Silvia, Caliban and the Witch: Women, The Body and Primitive
Accumulation, New York: Autonomedia, 2004.
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45 Maldonado-Torres, Against War.
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*" Dussel, Enrique. "A New Age in the History of Philosophy: The World Dialogue
Between Philosophical Traditions", Vol.9,No.l, Prajid Vihdara: Journal of
Philosophy and Religion, 2008, pp.19-20.
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