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Models of International Relations from the Muslim World: Relevance of Western
Theories and Potentiality of an Alternative Civilizational Paradigm
Fatima Abou Zeid
Abstract

The paper tackles the issue of universality of the Western paradigm in studying the
international phenomenon, through testing the applicability of some theories such as
Realism, Liberalism, Marxism and Constructivism in a different cultural framework
such as the Islamic civilizational context. The study found that there are multiple
contradictions relating to fundamental philosophical, intellectual and practical
dimensions that raise questions about the universal relevance of those theories to models
of different civilizational contexts. Finally the paper examines the potentiality of
developing a theoretical framework that carries more philosophical, conceptual and
methodological relevance to Islamic civilizational context.

Key Words: Paradigms, International Relations Theory, International Processes,
Islamic Civilizational context, Islamic Civilizational Paradigm.
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! Abul-Fadl, Mona. “Paradigms in political science revisited.” The American Journal of
Islamic Social Sciences, Vol.6, No.1, September 1989, pp.119-124.
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